Preface
I hope you all are starting to get excited about “Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds”, the 2005 Oklahoma Summer Reading Program.   The artwork by Steven Kellogg is absolutely gorgeous, and the manual from the Collaborative Summer Library Program and Upstart is filled with great ideas.  The six workshops in March will give you a chance to pick up more programming and craft ideas and hear what other libraries in the state are planning to do.

A few housekeeping details – 

· You should have already received the manual from Upstart.  If you have not, please let me know.  

· This supplemental manual has some additional information but is not intended to replace the Upstart manual.  

· You will receive bookmarks, posters, reading records, reading certificates and stickers early this spring.   The order should be delivered to your library or system headquarters by April 1st.   Branch libraries will have the materials delivered directly to their libraries or to headquarters, depending on what they had requested last fall.

· Brown paper book bags have been ordered and should arrive in time for the March workshops.  If you’re in a system, the book bags will be delivered to your headquarters.  Otherwise, orders of over 250 book bags will be shipped directly to the libraries.  Smaller orders will be delivered at the March workshops or mailed to the libraries.

· Once again Sonic coupons will be offered, but The Oklahoman sponsorship has not yet been finalized.  You will hear more information about that at the March workshops.

I’d like to talk a little about the differences between the Upstart manual and this supplemental manual.  You will need to use the Upstart manual for all of your programming, craft and story ideas.  The manual includes five major themes – Dragons and Unicorns, Medieval Life and Times, Knights and Castles, Royal Romps and Magical Mayhem – with more than enough ideas for any size public library or summer reading program.   Clip art, coloring sheets and puzzle pages are also included.

One topic not covered in the Upstart manual is Oklahoma presenters which is covered here in Chapter 3.  If you are planning to hire one of the presenters listed for the first time, please be sure to call their references.  I know that Donna Norvell worked very hard over the last few years to ensure that all of the presenters listed in the manual were reliable and able to work with children.  Unfortunately, Donna carried that information with her, and I had no way to verify the quality of the presenters listed in the manual.

Although there are bibliographies in each chapter of the Upstart manual, a second bibliography is included in this manual.  In cross-checking ODL’s bibliography of books in our Juvenile Review Collection with the books listed in the Upstart manual, I noticed very little overlap.  The resources listed in the Upstart manual have a broad range of copyright dates.   The books listed in this manual are all more recent with copyright dates from 2001 to 2005.   I’ve also noted the books in this manual that are also listed in the Upstart manual.

There are Planning and Promoting chapters in both manuals, and you will find it useful to look at the chapters in both manuals.   The information in each is slightly different, and should give you more than enough ideas to plan and publicize your summer reading program activities.

Please be aware of the Setting Goals section of this manual (pp. 15-16) and the Evaluation form found on page 7.  You may not realize that ODL uses statistics and information from each year’s summer reading program to inform state legislators, corporate sponsors, and our Congressmen of the importance of public library programs.   Your summer reading program statistics are used often to justify funding for public libraries.

I hope you will select a goal for your 2005 summer reading program, measure your progress toward meeting your goal and report the results to ODL on the evaluation form in August.   Helping children use their reading skills, encouraging children to discover a love of reading, and promoting your public library as a community resource for information and knowledge are all very important goals.   You all work very hard each year to offer a wonderful summer reading program to your communities.  Please be sure to give us the statistics we need so that we can convey your success and hard work to others.

I hope that I’ve given you the materials you need to have a fantastic “Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds” summer.  If I can help you with your preparations, please let me know.  I hope to see you in March!

Ginny Dietrich

Oklahoma Department of Libraries

800-522-8116

gdietrich@oltn.odl.state.ok.us
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2005 Summer Reading Program

Workshop Schedule
	Date


	Location
	Program & Time

	Tuesday,

March 1st 
	Davis Public Library
209 E. Benton

Davis

580-369-2468
	9:00 – 9:30
Registration

9:30 –12:30
Summer Reading



Program Workshop

1:30 – 4:30
Oklahoma Reads



Oklahoma Workshop



	Thursday,

March 3rd 
	Latimer County Public Library
301 W. Ada

Wilburton

918-465-3751
	9:00 – 9:30
Registration

9:30 –12:30
Summer Reading



Program Workshop

1:30 – 4:30
Oklahoma Reads



Oklahoma Workshop



	Tuesday,

March 8th 
	Cordell Public Library
208 S. College

Cordell

580-832-3530
	9:00 – 9:30
Registration

9:30 –12:30
Summer Reading



Program Workshop

1:30 – 4:30
Oklahoma Reads



Oklahoma Workshop



	Thursday,

March 10th 
	Will Rogers Library
1515 N. Florence Ave.

Claremore

918-341-1564
	9:00 – 9:30
Registration

9:30 –12:30
Summer Reading



Program Workshop

1:30 – 4:30
Oklahoma Reads



Oklahoma Workshop



	Tuesday,

March 15th 
	Guthrie Public Library
201 N. Division

Guthrie

405-282-0050
	9:00 – 9:30
Registration

9:30 –12:30
Summer Reading



Program Workshop

1:30 – 4:30
Oklahoma Reads



Oklahoma Workshop



	Thursday,

March 17th 
	Alva Public Library
504  7th St.

Alva

580-327-1833
	9:00 – 9:30
Registration

9:30 –12:30
Summer Reading



Program Workshop

1:30 – 4:30
Oklahoma Reads



Oklahoma Workshop




Registration Form

2005 Summer Reading Workshops
Name(s): ______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Library: ________________________________________________________

Phone: ________________________________________________________

E-mail:  ________________________________________________________

I / We will attend the workshop at (please circle the location you will attend):


Davis


Wilburton


Cordell


(March 1)

(March 3)


(March 8)

Claremore

Guthrie


Alva

(March 10)

(March 15)


(March 17)
I / We will attend:


_____
all day.


_____
only in the morning for the Summer Reading Program workshop.


_____
only in the afternoon for the Oklahoma Reads Oklahoma

 workshop.

In order to help the host libraries prepare for the workshop, please register at least one week before the workshop if possible.
Please fax or mail this form to:
Ginny Dietrich






Oklahoma Department of Libraries






200 N.E. 18th St.






Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3298






Fax:  800-397-8116

(If you have already emailed me to register, you do not need to fax this form to me.)

Evaluation
2005 Oklahoma Summer Reading Program

“Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds”
Library: _________________________________________________________

City: _________________________
System: ___________________________

Name and title of person in charge of Summer Reading Program:

_________________________________________________________________

E-mail address: ____________________________________________________

	Statistics for Children’s SRP
(If you only do one SRP, please use this column to report your statistics.)
	Statistics for Teen Reading Program

	Did your library conduct a 2005 Summer Reading Program for Children:


____  Yes
____ No

Total number of children who enrolled:


________

Total number of children who participated:
__________

Number of weeks the SRP ran:  ______

Number of individual programs or events held:  _________

Total attendance at all programs:


__________

What did you spend on the 2005 SRP for children?   


Library budget  $___________


Donations  $______________


In kind donations: _________


_________________________


	Did your library conduct a 2005 Reading Program for Teens:


____  Yes
____ No

Total number of teens who enrolled:


________

Total number of teens who participated:
__________

Was it:
_____  Joust Read


_____ Laugh Out Loud
Number of weeks the program ran:


______

Number of individual programs or events held:  _________

Total attendance at all programs:


__________

What did you spend on the 2005 teen reading program?


Library budget  $___________


Donations  $_______________


In kind donations ___________


__________________________


Participation in the Collaborative Summer Library Program:

What materials did you use?

_____  Bookmarks







_____  Reading records







_____  Reading certificates







_____  Posters







_____  Stickers


How did you like the materials?  What could be improved?


Was the Upstart manual useful?   How could it be improved?


Was ODL’s supplemental manual useful?  How could it be improved?

Your Library’s Goal and Objective:

I selected this goal for my 2005 Summer Reading Program:



_____  Children in my community will retain their reading skills 




over the summer vacation.



_____  Children in my community will discover the joy and develop




a love of reading.



_____  People in my community will see the public library as a 




reliable source for information and knowledge.



_____  I did not use these goals.  Instead, here is my goal:




_______________________________________________




_______________________________________________


Please report the statistics you gathered and objective you used to measure

your progress toward your goal.

Deadline:
Please complete and return this form to ODL by 
September 1, 2005.
Please mail or fax your completed evaluation form to:


Ginny Dietrich


Oklahoma Department of Libraries


200 N.E. 18th Street


Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3298


Fax numbers:
800-522-8116 or 525-7804 (in Oklahoma City
2006 Summer Reading Program

“Paws, Claws, Scales and Tales”

Materials Count
In order to budget and plan for NEXT YEAR’s Summer Reading Program, please fill out and return this form to Ginny Dietrich at ODL:

______________________________________________

(Name of Your Library)

____________________________________________

(City or System)

My 2005 Summer Reading Program enrollment was ____________.

For 2006, I would like to receive the following materials:


1
manual from the Collaborative Summer Library Program


1
manual from ODL


_____
bookmarks


_____
reading records


_____
reading certificates


_____
posters (in English)


_____
posters (in Spanish)


_____
book bags


_____
stickers


_____
Sonic coupons

Please return no later than October 1st to:


Ginny Dietrich


at the Oklahoma Department of Libraries



Fax numbers:

800-397-8116




      or

525-7804  (in Oklahoma City)
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Chapter 1

Planning Your Summer Reading Program

(Or How to Get There from Here)
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Introduction
This Planning chapter supplements Chapter 1 of the Upstart manual, also titled “Planning”.  The Upstart manual has lots of good information about planning your library’s programs and using incentives to encourage reading.   Here are the topics covered and where they are located in the Upstart manual:

	Goals and Objectives






p. 3

Planning Programs for Different Age Groups



p. 3

Children with Disabilities





p. 7

Serving Food







p. 8

Using Volunteers






p. 8

Planning Timeline






p. 9

Registration, Requirements and Reporting



p. 9

Incentives







p. 10

Scheduling Programs






p. 12

Public Performance Rights for Movies




p. 12

Evaluation







p. 13

Reproducible Sheets






p. 15


Call for Volunteers Planning Form



p. 15


Program Planning Form




p. 17


Planning Calendars





p. 19


Permission to Videotape and/or Photograph


p. 33


Sample Permission Slip for Programs Away from Library
p. 35


Sample Presenter Letter




p. 37


Presentation Agreement




p. 39


Proud Supporter Flyer





p. 41


Registration Form





p. 43


Reading Contract





p. 43


Oral Reporting Board Game




p. 45


Incentive Game





p. 47


Time Log






p. 49


This chapter will include additional information on setting goals and objectives for your summer reading program, sample checklists and timelines, and cultivating sponsors, partners and volunteers.
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Setting Your Goals
Planning, preparing and presenting a summer reading program is a lot of work and  uses a significant amount of library, community, and state library resources.  Therefore, it’s imperative for libraries to be able to justify using those resources on the summer reading program.  Also, you want to know that the work you’re doing is accomplishing something important.

City governments, governing boards, community businesses and state legislators all want to know that the funds and support they are giving to libraries are benefiting their communities.  You may not realize that ODL uses statistics and information from each year’s summer reading program to inform state legislators, corporate sponsors, and our Congressmen of the importance of public library programs.   Your summer reading program statistics are used often to justify funding for public libraries.  

As you can probably guess, statistics are important!

I ask each library to select a goal for the summer reading program and then collect statistics to support that goal.  The goal you select and the statistics you gather should be reported to ODL on the evaluation form in August.   

To make it easy for you, here are some sample goals and the kinds of statistics that would support each goal.  You can select one of these goals or develop your own goal.

Goal #1:  The 2005 Summer Reading Program encourages children in our community to use and maintain their reading skills. 



Statistics:
Number of children enrolled in the SRP.





Number of juvenile books checked out during the SRP.





Number of books read by children participating in the 






SRP.

Goal #2:  The 2005 Summer Reading Program encourages children to discover a love of reading and fosters lifelong reading for enjoyment.



Statistics:
Number of juvenile books checked out during the SRP.





Number of books read by children participating in the






SRP.





Percentage increase in juvenile book circulation from






2004 to 2005.





Number of children participating in SRP programs.

Goal #3:  The 2005 Summer Reading Program makes the community aware of the value of the public library as a resource for information and knowledge.   



Statistics:
Number of people attending SRP programs.





Number of articles about SRP activities in the newspaper






or on radio or television.





Number of community groups / organizations /

businesses helping to sponsor the SRP.

Feel free to use one of these goals or develop your own goal and collect statistics that are meaningful to you and your library.   But please do have a goal in mind for this year’s summer reading program and report your results to ODL on the evaluation form found on page 7 of this manual.

You all work very hard each summer to offer a wonderful summer reading program to your communities.  Please be sure to give us the statistics we need so that we can convey your success and hard work to others.

Partnerships and Sponsors
Because most libraries have limited funds and lots of ideas, finding sponsors and fostering partnerships can greatly expand the summer reading program that you offer to your community.   

Many libraries find people in their community willing to present programs in the library at no cost because they are very interested in their specific topics and are very supportive of their public library.  Many librarians regularly search their communities to find people with hobbies or skills that relate to the summer reading program theme or future library programs.  Local businesses are often very willing to donate funds to support your library’s programs – all you have to do is ask.  Finally, adult and teen volunteers can also stretch limited library resources and support library programs by doing everything from shelving books to providing refreshments and preparing craft materials.

Here are some examples of successful partnerships to get you started thinking about your own community’s resources:

· Arts Councils for funding performers

· Businesses – to purchase supplies, help print materials, or finance presenters

· Friends funding for programs and prizes

· Joint parks and recreation / library programs

· Summer camp / library programs

· Civic groups to finance programs and prizes

· School districts / library year round reading programs

· Book stores / library promotions

· Local theater, high school or college classes for library programs

· Art classes / library demonstrations

· Teen volunteers and service groups

· Retail food stores / library programs or prizes

Partnerships can be big or small, formal or informal, for the whole summer or one event.   Whatever the size or value of the contribution, it’s always a good idea to keep a few things in mind.  First, always try to make the partnership mutually beneficial.  For example, having your high school art class paint a mural of castles, knights and dragons in your children’s area will definitely benefit your library’s summer reading program.  It can also benefit the art students by giving them practical experience, pride in their accomplishment and public recognition through publicity that you promote in the library and with the local newspaper.

Cultivate ongoing partnerships by giving partners and volunteers a say in what they do for the library.  For one thing, you’ll have the benefit of a broader variety of ideas for your programs.  Also, people who are comfortable and enjoy what they do are more likely to continue to volunteer for you.  Some parents may only want to be responsible for bringing cookies and lemonade, while others might enjoy teaching the craft project or reading a story.   Rather than just asking a local seamstress to sew medieval banners that you’ve designed, she might be more interested in developing medieval costumes that you can wear for programs or the children can use for dress-up or in presenting a program on how people dressed in the middle ages.

Having said that, the third point is to keep control of the summer reading program.  Volunteers who want to do programs that are not connected with your summer reading program theme or are not interesting to children are not a bargain.  Businesses that only want to donate prizes that display their company logo, but are of little use to children, are not good partners.  Sometimes, you will need to use great tact, but your goal is always to make every child’s participation in your summer reading program exciting and fun. 

Whether an informal or formal agreement, it’s always a good idea to have something in writing.  An informal note stating what the person agreed to do and when may be all that’s needed.  If you’re formally applying to a foundation or company, a partnership proposal containing these points may be necessary:

· A clear statement of your goals

· An enthusiastic outline of your plan

· A clear statement of the service, program or gift requested

· A description of the benefits of the partnership

· A statement of appreciation for considering the partnership

· A follow-up contact date

Volunteers should be carefully screened to ensure that they are able to work effectively and safely with children.  Before using volunteers, the library should also have clear procedures for what work volunteers should and should not do in the library and for work-related injuries or expenses.  Finally, since volunteers receive no salary, you need to always find other ways to recognize and show your appreciation for the work done by your volunteers.

When you have arranged partnerships and sponsors, clarify the responsibilities of each in a letter of agreement.  Be sure to credit them in your publicity and program materials where it is appropriate.  Send a thank you letter and project reports to partners, including goals and results of your evaluations.   You may also want to look at the following sample letters to sponsors and volunteer information form and adapt them for use in your library.

Sample Letter to

Potential Partners / Sponsors
(Type on library letterhead.)

Date

Name and Address

Dear _________________,

For the past ____ years, the _______________________ Library has encouraged reading and literacy through the summer months.  This is the _______ year that ______________________________ Library has participated in the statewide Summer Reading Program.  The summer reading program is designed to meet the recreational and educational needs of children, ages ___ to ____.

Last summer, the “Summer of Champions” theme had ________ enrolled here at the library.  A total of ______ children’s books were checked out which is an increase of ____% over the previous year.   That growth is due in part to a very dedicated professional and volunteer staff and our local sponsors, without whom our summer programs would not be possible.

The theme this year, “Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds”, will be a celebration of knights, castles, dragons and medieval times.  

We hope that you will consider becoming a “Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds” sponsor of the Summer Reading Program by donating a tax-deductible gift of materials or money.  Sponsors will be acknowledged in our publicity materials.

Thank you for your consideration of becoming a sponsor.  I will contact you soon to discuss this further with you.

Sincerely,

(Your name and title)

Thank You to Sponsors
A prompt “Thank You” is in order.  As soon as a response comes in, send a “thank you” to the donor – the same day if possible.  Be certain to include a mention of the gift (the amount of money, the item[s], or the specific contribution). 

Sample “Thank You” Letter to Sponsors:
Dear _________________,

On behalf of the _______________________ Library and the children it serves, I want to thank you for your generous donation of ___________________________________.  Your sponsorship of the library’s Summer Reading Program is greatly appreciated.

The children of our community are the key to our future.  Your contribution to the library’s program is an investment in that future.

Again, the children and I thank you for your sponsorship.

Sincerely,

Other Ways to Thank Sponsors:
You may also want to send a “Sponsor Certificate” to each of your sponsors in appreciation of their participation.  A nice addition might be to have the children add some special “art” to the certificate.

Invite sponsors to your “kick off” or “closing” events.  Let them see how their gift was used.

Publicize your sponsors every way you can.  Make a poster listing the sponsors and display it in a prominent place in the library.  Have your list printed on the brochure or flyers used to publicize the program.  Run an article in your local newspaper publicizing community sponsors.

Volunteer Information Form
	Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds
Volunteer Information Form


	We welcome your assistance to make our summer program better than ever.  Whether you can tell a story or help in another, behind-the-scenes way, we hope you’ll support the library this summer!

Special skills and interests we’re looking for this year are listed on the back of this sheet.  However, if your expertise is in a field or subject not listed, that doesn’t mean you’re not needed.  Let us hear from you anyway!  So that we may call on you for the assistance you feel best qualified to give, please complete the form below.

Name: ___________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________  Zip: ____________________________

Telephone: _______________________  Email: __________________________

Ways I can help with the Summer Reading Program activities this summer:

Times I am available  (days and hours):

I am unable to donate time, but will be happy to lend a hand by:




(Sample Skills and Interests to be

Listed on back of Volunteer Information Form)

	The library is looking for help in these areas with this year’s Summer Reading Program, “Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds”.



	1.
Read aloud to children on a one-to-one basis.

2.
Teach a special skill or discuss a special hobby on a one-to-one basis.

(This year, we are especially looking for skills and hobbies related to knights, castles, and medieval times.  Our children’s librarian would be happy to discuss possible ideas with you.)

3. 
Operate any equipment needed for programming, such as a VCR or projector.

4.
Make deliveries to homebound children, thus including them in the Summer


Reading Program.

5.
Share skills and knowledge with children in a special program.

(This year, we are especially looking for skills and hobbies related to knights, castles, and medieval times.  Our children’s librarian would be happy to discuss possible ideas with you.)

6.
Create publicity materials and/or distribute them in the community.

7.
Set up exhibits, displays or bulletin boards.

8.
Prepare craft materials for library programs.

9.
Provide refreshments for programs.

10.
Assist the librarian at summer reading programs.




Chapter 2

Publicity and Promotion

(Or Blowing Your Library’s Horn)
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Introduction
This chapter supplements Chapter 2, “Promoting”, in the Upstart manual.  The Upstart manual includes some information on press releases, public service announcements and other ways to publicize your program.  

However, the strongest part of the chapter focuses on decorating your library for the Summer Reading Program.   Excellent ideas for murals, displays, bulletin boards and room decorations are included.  Many ideas can be accomplished by any size of library with minimal funds.   There are even slogans (“Don’t Let Your Summer DRAG-ON – READ!” – page 55) and jokes (“What do you do if a dragon bites your library book?  Take the words right out of his mouth.” – page 63).
For those of you who do school visits to promote your Summer Reading Program, a group participation story (“The King with the Terrible Temper” on page 64), a puppet play (“The Dragon Hunt” on page 65), and a sample flyer (page 69) are included.  There’s also lots of clip art.
In this supplemental manual, I’ve tried to give you a few more ideas for publicizing your program.  A sample publicity plan is included along with sample flyers, press releases and public service announcements.
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Publicity Plan
January to April

Identify potential sponsors.


Develop a Summer Reading Program budget and “wish list”.

Approach potential sponsors and community groups with specific ideas for 

how they can support your library’s program.


Finalize your Summer Reading Program presenters.  Ask them to supply


publicity about themselves and their programs.

April

Schedule your school visits.


Develop flyers about the Summer Reading Program for both the school


visits and to give to parents and caregivers.


Start working on press releases.

April and May

Visit schools to publicize the Summer Reading Program.


Hand out flyers to parents, caregivers and children who visit the library.


Give a press release to your local newspaper, radio and TV stations 


publicizing the “kick off” to your Summer Reading Program.


Deliver posters or flyers to all libraries as well as local retailers and 


agencies that attract children, parents or grandparents.


Design a colorful page about the Summer Reading Program for your 


library’s web site.

May to July

Distribute press releases two weeks before each program (or each  


major program) at the library.  Be sure to include information about


the presenters.   Invite your local newspaper to attend or offer to send

the editor pictures of the programs.


Have colorful weekly or monthly flyers at the library advertising your 

programs with specific dates and times.


Update the information on your library’s web site about the Summer 

Reading Program to feature upcoming events.
August

Send thank you letters to all sponsors telling them how their gifts 


supported the Summer Reading Program and the number of children


who benefited from their support.


Send thank you letters to local newspapers, radio and TV stations who

publicized your programs, thanking them for their support.


Give a report to your library board, city council and friends group mentioning
the high points of your Summer Reading Program and emphasizing the
number of children and teens who benefited from the program and the
number of library materials checked out or read during the summer.


Prepare and distribute a flyer at your library to parents and caregivers

summarizing the high points of the Summer Reading Program and 


giving advance notice of upcoming library programs for children.

School Promotions
School teachers and principals who want students to return in the fall with their reading skills intact or improved are natural allies in attracting children to the Summer Reading Program.  Enlist their support with promotion in as many ways as possible.  One of the best ways to promote the program (and one which makes for good school/public library relations) is to arrange to visit all of the elementary schools in your service area.  Contact the appropriate administrative offices and ask permission to promote the summer library program in each elementary school.  Schedule visits during the last few weeks of classes – but not so late as to conflict with end of school activities.

Various approaches used by libraries:

1. Arrange to visit each class in each elementary school.

2. Arrange to visit with all the combined classes at a school assembly.

3. Place promotional posters in prominent spots in the elementary schools and prepare an announcement to be read over the P.A. systems.  Though school personnel may not always agree to your year-end visits, they may agree to distribute conveniently packaged bookmarks to the classrooms or to send appropriate flyers home with the children.

4. Videotape your message for use in schools and/or on public television channels.

Individual classroom visits are an ideal method of promoting your summer programs.  In order to cover each class, your visit will need to be short (probably no longer than five minutes).  Make the visit as interesting as possible.  This is a good time to distribute the Summer Reading Program bookmark.  Use the clip art to develop a flyer with key programs and dates.  Individual classroom visits are quite difficult in areas that cover a large number of schools.  Many of these schools, however, hold regular assemblies of the entire student body.  Check to see if it’s possible for you to be scheduled to speak during an assembly.  Some schools might be willing to give you enough time for something special, such as a short skit or a puppet show.

Another alternative is to videotape your message.  Many school media centers have video equipment, and the media specialist may be willing to help you by taping your message and making it available to classes.  When making a video, try to be “visually” interesting.  If you only have time enough for a short message, be sure to wear a costume and use props.  If you’re allowed more time, tell a story, do a puppet show or perform a skit that would relate to the theme.  Many school systems use a public television channel (cable system) and can air a Summer Library Program promotional tape at regular intervals.  
Sample Letter to the School Principal
(Type on library letterhead)
Date

Address

Dear

The __________________________ Public Library is excited about the 2005 Summer Reading Program.  We are getting ready to let the children and parents in __________________ (your city, county or district) know about our plans.  We hope that you will help us in promoting the program.  In _______ (month), our staff would like to visit your school and introduce the Summer Reading Program to the students and their teachers.

Our reading theme this year is “Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds”.  Children who participate will maintain or improve their reading skills while enjoying programs and activities involving dragons, knights, medieval celebrations and fantasy.  

We would like to speak briefly with the children in ________ (grades) to publicize the Summer Reading Program.  Our presentation will last ______ minutes and can accommodate __________ (group size) at a time.  We hope that it will not be too difficult to fit us into your busy year-end schedule.

If you would like us to visit, we need the following information:


Total number of students


Number of classes in each grade level


Number of students in each class


Location of our visit (library, classroom, gym, etc.)


Suggested date and time for our visit

I have enclosed a sample flyer (or bookmark) that we would like to distribute during our school visit.  We would also appreciate your including the information in your school newsletters as a reminder to parents.

Please contact _________________________________ (name) at the ____________ Public Library.   The phone number is ________________.

We look forward to hearing from you and visiting your school this spring.

Sincerely,

(your name and title)

Sample Letter to Parents
(Type on library letterhead)
Date

Dear Parent,

Vacation will soon be here!  As you are making plans for your family’s activities, be sure to include the Oklahoma Summer Reading Program.  This year’s theme, “Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds” promises a wealth of activities for children of all ages.

It has been proven that children who participate in summer vacation reading programs maintain their reading skills better than children who do not read during the times when school is not in session.  The public library offers a reading program with weekly activities designed to encourage reading in an enjoyable, nonacademic context.  
We need your help to make the program successful.

Be a reader yourself.  Seeing parents read is one of the most powerful examples a child can have.  If you show that reading is an important source of information and pleasure for you, it is likely your child will view reading in the same way.

Read to your child.  Just a few minutes each day sharing a story or part of a book with your child can increase interest in reading.  Don’t stop reading to your school age child.  Children of all ages enjoy being read to.  Your child may also enjoy reading to you.  Encourage your child to turn off the TV and read.

Visit the library often.  Be sure that each child has his/her own library card.  Let your child discover the adventure and fun of choosing books from the library’s collection.  The library also has programs for children and for families. 

Encourage your child to participate in “Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds” during your library’s Summer Reading Program.  For a complete schedule of events and information about the 2005 Summer Reading Program, contact the library at ________________________ (phone and address).   Thank you for being a partner in motivating your children to continue reading.

Sincerely,

(Your name and title)

Tips to Parents to Encourage Reading
[image: image3.jpg]



Share Stories,

Read Interesting Books and

Have Exciting Adventures!

You can make all the difference in whether the library program is an exciting adventure or a frustrating experience for your child.  Here are some ideas to help you make this summer’s library program all that it can and should be for your child.

· Help your child set a realistic book goal for the summer. Try to encourage a goal that will challenge the child, but not one so ambitious that reading becomes a chore or too great a test.

· Establish a regular time for reading in your home for all members of the family.

· Offer to share stories at bedtime or as dinner conversation.

· Encourage your child to share favorite stories with you.

· Show genuine interest in the stories or programs your child discovers during the summer.

· Appreciate all books the child selects, even the ones that look “too easy”.  Summer is a time for fun, after all, and you can always guide your child to a more challenging book the next time you visit the library.

· Read to your child.  Even if children are able to read themselves, they still enjoy hearing good stories read to them.

· Read yourself!  And make sure your child knows you enjoy reading.  There is nothing like a good role model.

· Help your child attend  special library programs.  Many children appreciate going with friends.  Your child might like to invite a friend or two to attend also.

Public Service Announcements for Radio
Public Service Announcements (PSAs) are generally 20, 30 or 60 seconds long.  They are brief announcements of immediate interest.  Some stations will have a DJ read your written PSA onto a tape.  However, many stations would rather use your voice.  A quick call to the station manager will let you know which they want.  If they want your voice and you have never recorded for radio, tell them.  They will be glad to show you the ropes.

The Public Service Announcements available as part of the summer reading materials can be used for a lot more than radio spots.  Other things to do with your PSAs include:
· They make a great introduction for school visits to promote your summer reading program.

· Ask the school to play the PSA during the announcements the day before your school visit to promote summer reading.  If circumstances don’t permit you to visit each class, perhaps the PSA could be played over the loudspeaker system followed by a brief announcement about your library’s programs.  Give your fliers or bookmarks to the teachers and ask that they be distributed at this time.
· If you are going to meetings to ask for community or corporate support for your Summer Reading Program, or just to make them aware of your library’s special summer activities, take the PSA along and let it begin your presentation.  This could also be effective when promoting children’s services to the various boards involved in library planning and funding.

· If there are any community events in the spring where the library has a booth, have the PSA ready to promote your summer reading program to passerbys.

Remember, PSAs are great for radio promotion, but you can use them for much more.

Sample Public Service Announcements
Contact:
Your name



Address




Phone

Date:

Ten Second Announcement
Come join us this summer for a trip back to medieval times at the _______________
Public Library.   Learn about dragons, knights and castles and enjoy medieval revelry 

while participating in the 2005 Summer Reading Program, “Dragons, Dreams and

Daring Deeds”.

Call ______________ or visit the library in person to sign up.

Twenty Second Announcement
Explore a world of castles and dragons this summer at the _____________________ 

Library.  You can help knights fight dragons, explore castles and participate in

medieval revelry when you sign on for the 2005 Summer Reading Program,

“Dragons, Dreams and  Daring Deeds”.
This annual statewide reading program is sponsored by your local public library
and the Oklahoma Department of Libraries.

Children from ___ to ___ (ages or grades) are invited to register by calling the

library at _________.

Questions concerning this announcement may be directed to ________________ 

(your name, name of library, phone number).  Come join the fun at the library!

Press Releases
Local papers are glad to receive information on your programs.  Often the paper will reprint exactly what you submit.  Other times they will rewrite your press release.  Best of all, they may send a reporter or photographer to “cover” your event as news.  No matter how you get into the paper, you need to provide the editor with the initial basic information.

If your library doesn’t have a standard press release form, devise one.  It will help your press contacts recognize the library news and will make it easier for you to remember to include all necessary information.  Don’t forget:

· The five W’s:  Who, What, When, Where and Why must come in the first paragraph.

· Don’t save the best for last!  Put the most important information in the first paragraphs.  Newspapers cut to fit space by chopping from the bottom.

· Below is a chart called the “inverted pyramid” that graphically portrays how your release should be organized.

WHO          WHAT         WHEN
WHERE           WHY

IMPORTANT

DETAILS

Miscellaneous

Information

· Newspapers love to run expressive black and white photos that are of interest to the community.  Include them with your release.  They should be black and white only and 8” x 10” or 5” x 7”.  They should be clear, not too dark and not too busy.

Sample Press Release
(For the Beginning of the Program)

From:
Library





Date:


Street





Contact Person:


City, State, Zip



Phone:

Release Date:


“Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds”
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
_________________ Library announces the 2005 Summer Reading Program 

beginning on ____________________.  The program runs until _________________

(closing date) for children from _______ through _______ (age or grades).  

Activities this year include (provide a few specifics here such as contests, story

time series, guest entertainers).

Pre-registration begins on __________ (or pre-registration is not necessary).  

There is no charge for the program.

Summer hours will be _______________.   Questions concerning details should be

directed to _________________ (your name and telephone number).

Approximately 95,000 Oklahoma children participated last year in this annual 

statewide program, which is sponsored by the Oklahoma Department of Libraries 

and (put the name of your library here) to encourage year-round reading.

Press Release Guidelines
1.
Include the following crucial information at the top of the first page:


The full name of your library


Complete address including zip code


A contact name and phone number


Date article is to be released (“For release May 22” or “Immediately”)

Always be consistent about where you list this information.  Releases should be easily recognizable and the editor shouldn’t have to waste time looking for a name or phone number.  With release dates, “Immediately” means the editor can use the information any time, which makes it very convenient.  However, you can always specify a particular date or week when the information you have provided is to be released.

2.
Press releases should be typed double-spaced on 8.5” x 11” paper.
3.
Leave a margin wide enough for the editor to make notes.

4.
Use letter head or stationery with your library logo.

5.
If you include a headline, capitalize it (“SUMMER READING PROGRAM STARTS

JUNE 16”).  A headline should always be capitalized to set it apart.  Don’t be surprised if the actual press release headline is not used.  They seldom are.

6.
If your release is more than one page, type “over” or “more” at the bottom of

the first page and center a “2” at the top of the second page.

7.
Releases should not exceed two pages in length.  Anything over two pages is

long enough to be a feature article.  Features are completely different.

8.
Finish each page with a complete paragraph.  Do not split paragraphs.  This

makes it easier for an editor to lift a paragraph.

9.
Always include the following closing tailored for your library:

_____________ Public Library is located at _____________________.  Library hours are Monday through Saturday and ________ on Sunday.

For more information, call the library at _________________.

10.
Press releases should be mailed to media 10 days to two weeks in advance of 

your activities.

11.
Get to know someone on the staff of your local paper(s).  Having a personal

contact will make it more likely your information gets printed in a timely manner.

12.
A good basic press release can provide information to other media besides

your local paper.  Also mail press releases to:


Radio stations (send along with a couple of PSAs)


TV stations (send with or without PSAs)


Church and civic bulletins


Community arts center


Shopper News


Any other “Community Calendar” or “Events” listings

Chapter 3

Oklahoma Presenters

(Or Give ‘em the Old Razzle Dazzle)
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Introduction
This is the one chapter that does not have a corresponding section in the Upstart manual.    Ideas are given for types of presenters in each programming portion of the Upstart manual.  (For example, a volunteer calligrapher is mentioned on page 154 and a juggler on page 252.)  This chapter gives you information about Oklahoma presenters and programs they have prepared specifically for the “Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds” theme.

One other resource that is not on the following list is the Society for Creative Anachronism.  This is an organization of volunteers who enjoy re-creating the past, especially medieval times.   Members select characters to become, develop costumes for themselves and act as their characters would have acted in medieval times.   

You can find information about the Society for Creative Anachronism at www.sca.org.  Also, Oklahoma is in the Kingdom of Ansteorra whose web site can be found at www.ansteorra.org.  I contacted the Lady Isabella Rodrigue, Minister of Children for the Kingdom of Ansteorra, and (being an English teacher in this life) she was very supportive of having libraries use the Society as a resource.  So you may want to investigate whether there is a Society for Creative Anachronism group in your area.  It could be a great program!

I do want to put one qualifier on the following list of Oklahoma presenters.  If you are planning to hire one of the presenters listed here for the first time, please be sure to call their references.  I know that Donna Norvell worked very hard over the last few years to ensure that all of the presenters listed in the manual were reliable and able to work with children.  Unfortunately, Donna carried that information with her, and I had no way to verify the quality of the presenters listed in the manual.

[This page intentionally left blank.]
Performance / Presenter Preparations
Performers and Presenters:  Make arrangements early for any storytellers, puppeteers or other performing artists you would like to have present a program.  Inquire about fees, arrangements for paying fees and necessary physical arrangements.  Get a commitment in writing.  Others may present without a charge.  These too need to be booked considerably in advance of the event.  Send a reminder to your performer or presenter several days before the performance date.

Note:  Be sure to call and check references.

Physical Arrangements:  Plan for rooms, parking lots and other facilities which must be reserved.  Obtain or locate sound systems or other equipment which may be required in your program.  Check equipment to see that it is in good working order and that adequate bulbs, extension cords, etc., are available.

Staff:  Review your staff’s schedule to determine that adequate staff will be available to accommodate the needs of your usual library patrons plus the needs presented by your programming schedule.  Arrange for volunteers to provide additional staff, as needed.

Budget:  For each program, assess the costs you will incur.  Take into consideration the items listed below.  Identify those materials or services that can be donated; confirm those donations.  Then calculate the remaining costs for the entire summer.  


Performers’ fees

Overhead costs (space rental, etc.)


Rental of films, equipment
Additional paid staff, if required


Supplies


Miscellaneous

If no line item has been provided in your library’s budget to cover expenses of the Summer Reading Program, you may need to consider some fund raising efforts.

After carefully planning and budgeting your program, you may wish to request the funds or a portion thereof from local businesses or civic organizations.  Those libraries which have a Friends of the Library group often find them to be a willing contributor.  Funds for certain programs are available from the State Arts Council on a given schedule.  You may want to study the Directory of Oklahoma Foundations for additional sources of possible funding.

Please note:  Most foundations and other funding organizations have a funding cycle and it requires many months advance notice to be included in that cycle.  It is very likely that present inquiries should address 2006 program needs.
Evaluation – 2005 Oklahoma SRP Presenter
Name of Presenter: _____________________________________________________

Please rate each item on a scale of 1 to 10 with 10 representing excellent.

Feel free to add comments.
	Level of Professionalism

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Program Concept / Content

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Style / Presentation    

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Personality / Enthusiasm 

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Relates Well to Children

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Involves Audience

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Holds Attention

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10

Voice Quality / Characterizations

1      2      3      4      5      6      7      8      9      10




Presenter’s Phone Number: _________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________

Presenter’s Address: _______________________________________

_________________________________________________________
Date of Performance: _______________________________________

Site: _____________________________________________________

Rate Overall Performance:



Excellent

Good

Unsatisfactory

Comments:  (Please be specific – continue on back if needed.)
Your Name and Library: ______________________________________________

Send to:
Ginny Dietrich



Oklahoma Department of Libraries 

200 N.E. 18th St., Oklahoma City, OK 73105-3298

Fax:  800-397-8116

Sample Contract for Presenters







____________ Public Library








________________ St.








_________, Oklahoma  7_____








January 24, 2005

Ms. Darleen Beard

1627 Briarcliff Ct.

Norman, OK 73071

Dear Ms. Beard,

The staff here at the _________ Public Library would like to welcome you as a performer in our 2005 Summer Reading Program, “Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds”.  Please fill in the following information and return it to us as soon as possible.  If for some unseen reason you are not able to be here as agreed, please let us know at least 48 hours ahead of the scheduled date at (405) 522-3315.

Presenter’s Name:
Darleen Bailey Beard
Program Name:  
Are You ‘Dreaming’ of a Good Book?
Please send publicity or provide a program description:

Targeted Age Group: 
All ages
Date and Time of Program:
Wednesday, June 22, 2005, at 10:00 a.m.
Length of Program:
45 to 50 minutes
Materials / Equipment Needed (if any):

Additional Information:

Fee:
$ 350.00 plus 35¢ per mile
Performer’s Signature: ________________________________________








Sincerely,








______________________

[This page intentionally left blank.]
2005 Summer Reading Program Presenters

CONTACT PERSON:
DARLEEN BAILEY BEARD



ADDRESS:  1627 Briarcliff Ct., Norman, OK  73071




TELEPHONE:  405-329-7385




E-MAIL:  dbbookgal@aol.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Are You ‘Dreaming’ of a Good Book?

DESCRIPTION:

Meet Oklahoma award-winning author, Darleen Bailey Beard, as she discusses her books, her childhood, and behind-the-scene stories about her writing.  Turn out the lights and it’s time for a slideshow!  See all the ‘magic’ that goes into a book from the initial idea to the finished book.

LENGTH:

45 - 50 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


$350 + 35¢ per mile if out of metro area.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Scott Carter, Metropolitan Library System, 405-606-3750





Kathleen Thomas, Newcastle Public Library, 405-387-5076

CONTACT PERSON:
ALBERT H. BOSTICK Jr.




ADDRESS:  600 NW 23rd #122, Oklahoma City, OK  73103




TELEPHONE:  405-521-8040




E-MAIL:  aesoptells@aol.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Once Upon a Time… A Long Time Ago

DESCRIPTION:

Fairy tales have always been magical -- full of creatures, princes and princesses.  This program presents a multi-cultural look at stories involving people, creatures and situations from around the world.
LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


$900 to $2,500

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Alyson Atchison, Oklahoma City Arts Council, 405-270-4848

CONTACT PERSON:
SUSIE BROWN




Council Oak Trio




ADDRESS:  3374 W 65th ST, Tulsa, OK  74132




TELEPHONE:  918-445-0101




E-MAIL:  susiembrown@hotmail.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
4 Options:

DESCRIPTION:

The Council Oak Trio is pleased to offer a choice of four different informances:  Winds of Time – This program traces the history of woodwind and string instruments.  Picture This:  Listening to Music with Your Mind’s Eye – This program encourages listeners to “picture” Vivaldi’s “Spring,” to draw in the air to music, to conduct the trio (after a brief lesson), and to imagine the antics of Sweetheart the Cat.  Musical Mystery Tour:  Mozart is Missing! – Children help solve the mystery of the disappearance of Mozart in this interactive informance, which introduces the man and his music in a format reminiscent of Carmen San Diego.  Around the World with the Council Oak Trio – We take you on a tour of the world through music!  As we travel from country to country, different aspects of each culture are addressed though clues which are hidden on the country’s flags or buried in the music selections.  Our trio, comprised of clarinet, violin, and bassoon, was founded in 1994 as a Harwelden Institute touring ensemble.  We have performed literally hundreds of education/outreach performances. We are members of the Oklahoma State Arts Touring Program and through that venue have played throughout Oklahoma to varied audiences.

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


Negotiable – contingent on distance traveled and number of concerts booked in a location.  Funding available through the Oklahoma Arts Council for locations outside the Tulsa metro area.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Kelly Jennings, Tulsa City-County Library, 918-596-7989

Phillip Mitchell, Oklahoma Arts Council, 405-521-2931

CONTACT PERSON:
JEANNE CAHILL or JEROME CAMPBELL



ADDRESS:  8022 N 445, Strang, OK  74367




TELEPHONE:  918-589-2647 or 918-809-8536 (cell)




E-MAIL:  contact@callofthewest.net

PROGRAM TITLE:
Music of the American West

DESCRIPTION:

“Music of the American West” gives a chronological snapshot of the songs and instruments from the Civil War, the westward expansion, the cattle drive era, early statehood, radio and movie western heroes with Oklahoma ties, through western swing – and how they all relate to the history of Oklahoma.  Guitar, mandolin, fiddle, pennywhistle, concertina, harmonica, steel guitar, (with upright bass as occasional accompaniment) are all featured.  Audience participation is encouraged, and a question and answer period after the show is always welcome.

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


$600 plus accommodation if outside 75 miles of home base.  Multiple shows negotiable.  Half of fee is eligible to be paid by Oklahoma Arts Council.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Sue Busch, Stillwater Public Library, 405-372-3633 Ext. 116


CONTACT PERSON:
KEITH COAST




Mr. Keith




ADDRESS:  2210 NW 36th, Lawton, OK  73505




TELEPHONE:  580-284-2404



E-MAIL:  booking@c2cfm.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Making Good Choices

DESCRIPTION:

A program of illusion, balloon creations, juggling, escapes, fire eating, and more focused on “Making Good Choices”.
LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

K – 6th

FEE:


Call for fees.
TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Kay Johnson, 580-536-1900




Charlie Bancroft, 813-948-8291

CONTACT PERSON:
MICHAEL CORLEY




ADDRESS:  2821 Mustang Trail, Edmond, OK  73003




TELEPHONE:  405-919-5104
FAX:  405-478-0448




E-MAIL:  mcorley@rendabroadcasting.com

PROGRAM TITLE: 
Knights, Dragons…Action!  Tales of Adventure from the Middle Ages

DESCRIPTION:

Are you ready for adventure?  Take up your sword, raise your shield and join George the Dragon Slayer (Michael Corley) as he takes children on a journey to the Middle Ages!  Knights will battle dragons, maidens will be rescued from dark and haunted castles, even the great Merlin himself may come to lend a hand!  The storytelling event includes several costume changes, amazing props, and lots and lots of help from the audience!  Children will come away with a better understanding of the folklore of the Middle Ages and the importance of bravery, skill, and wits!  Battling dragons was never so much fun!

LENGTH:

45 minutes to an hour.

FEE:


$119 in Oklahoma City Metro area.  Plus mileage outside of OKC metro area.  Locations more than an hour and a half from OKC metro area have a flat “all day” fee of $495.

OR

PROGRAM TITLE: 
Has Been Heroes Live Action Super Show!

DESCRIPTION:

Only the “Has Been Heroes” Captain Nightowl, his sidekick The Amazing Wonderlad, and their trusty robot Socket fight for the honor of their fair city.  But it’s not an easy task, especially when they must square off against their arch enemy…the evil, diabolical, and sinister Black Haggis!  This is a one-of-a-kind children’s Super Musical that features audience participation.  Everyone loves to cheer the good guys and boo the bad guys.

LENGTH:

30 minutes

FEE:


$450 in Oklahoma City Metro area.  Plus mileage outside of OKC metro area.  Locations more than an hour and a half from OKC metro area have a flat “all day” fee of $995.

FOR EACH PERFORMANCE:
AGE GROUP:

K – 5th grade

TRAVEL RANGE:
Oklahoma City Metro area and surrounding communities.




Statewide for a limited number of engagements.

REFERENCES:

Alma Brown, Warr Acres Library in Oklahoma City, 405-721-2616

 


Sandy Shropshire, Moore Public Library, 405-793-5100

2004 SRP EVALUATIONS RECEIVED FROM:




Eufaula Memorial Library, 918-689-2291




Hennessey Public Library, 405-853-2073




Noble Public Library, 405-872-5713

CONTACT PERSON:
ROSEMARY CZARSKI




The Tale Twisters




ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 548, Jones, OK  73049




TELEPHONE:  405-606-3255 (Daytime) or 



405-399-9470 (Evening)




E-MAIL:  thetaletwisters@yahoo.com

PROGRAM TITLE: 
Wacky Wizards, Wobbly Warts, and Way-Out Weird Stuff

DESCRIPTION:

Using the children’s imagination and their participation, The Tale Twisters will take them back in time to the days of knights, dragons, and damsels in distress.  The wacky wizards, Rosemary, Liz, and Kathryn, will accomplish this through individual stories woven within a gigantic tandem tale spiced with wobbly warts and way out weird stuff.

LENGTH:

45 – 60 minutes

AGE GROUP:

K – 6th grade

FEE:


$200 for one performance in the Oklahoma City metro area.




$300 for one performance outside the metro area.




$250 for two performances in the Oklahoma City metro area.




$325 for two performances outside the metro area on same day.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide  


REFERENCES:

Lisa Wood, The Village Library, 405-755-0710

 


Susie Beasley, Ralph Ellison Library, 405-424-1437

CONTACT PERSON:
GERALD EDMUNDSON




Gerald Edmundson, Magician




ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 2657, Denton, TX  76202




TELEPHONE:  800-482-4863 or 940-387-9393





E-MAIL:  gerald@geraldedmundson.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Reading is Magic
DESCRIPTION:

Classic magic and sleight of hand for children.  Audience participation, laughs, and fun but no “silly kid tricks”.  Visit Gerald’s website at www.geraldedmundson.com for more information.

LENGTH:

30 – 45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

4 to adult

FEE:


$175 for one performance plus 35¢ per mile round trip.

TRAVEL RANGE:
150 mile range from Denton, Texas.

REFERENCES:

Laura Cleveland, Watanga Public Library, 817-514-5855




Jean Snyder, The Colony Public Library, 972-625-1900, ext. 3186

CONTACT PERSON:
MAE DEAN ERB







ADDRESS:  HCR 68 Box 924, Vian, OK  74962

TELEPHONE:  918-773-8414 (Home)   918-931-0018 (Cell)   918-456-5581 (Work)




E-MAIL:  mderb@earthlink.net

PROGRAM TITLE:
Oklahoma Origami
DESCRIPTION:

Snapping dragons do not exist.  THINK AGAIN!  Come and use the magic of paper to raise up the dragon and create a mysterious oval egg shell from a square of paper.  If you wish to rule over this fantasy kingdom, we will help you fold a crown.  Fun with beautiful Japanese Origami paper is available for all these models along with a story to help you remember the folds.

LENGTH:

60 – 75 minutes

AGE GROUP:

1st grade – adult

FEE:


$100 per hour

TRAVEL RANGE:
25 miles

REFERENCES:

Chris Kennedy, Noble Public Library, 405-872-5713




Fran Harbert, Del City Library, 405-672-1377

2004 SRP EVALUATION RECEIVED FROM:




Noble Public Library, 405-872-5713
CONTACT PERSON:
KAY FRANK







Solid Waste Institute of Northeast Oklahoma




ADDRESS:  111 W Shawnee, Tahlequah, OK  74464-3623




TELEPHONE:  918-456-0116




E-MAIL:  kfrank@swino.org

PROGRAM TITLE:
Destroy the Trash Dragon
DESCRIPTION:

Hands-on activity for any size group.  Create a “Trash Dragon” by taping (clean) trash to outline of dragon.  Knights (the children) rescue the world from the Trash Dragon by removing the pieces of trash and reusing, recycling, or disposing of them in a landfill.  All props provided.

LENGTH:

60 minutes

AGE GROUP:

PreK – 8th grade

FEE:


None

TRAVEL RANGE:
14 counties in Northeast Oklahoma (South thru Sequoyah, West thru Okmulgee & Washington)
REFERENCES:

Robin Mooney, Tahlequah Public Library, 918-456-2581




Janie Wilson, Wagoner City Public Library, 918-485-2126

CONTACT PERSON:
DANNY GORDON




ADDRESS:  5500 NW 111th, Oklahoma City, OK  73162




TELEPHONE:  405-728-1350




E-MAIL:  danny@dannygordon.com




WEB:  www.dannygordon.com  

PROGRAM TITLE:
Danny’s Coming -- Get Ready to Draw!
DESCRIPTION:

There is a brief introduction and then a slide show followed by an interactive drawing demonstration.  I show the children how to draw a fun character using simple basic shapes, then have them help me to dress it up!  For the older children, grades 3 and up, the interactive drawing demonstration is replaced by a hands on drawing workshop.

LENGTH:

45 – 60 minutes

AGE GROUP:

PreK – Teens

FEE:


$125
TRAVEL RANGE:
150 miles

REFERENCES:

Mitzi Hancuff, Edmond Fine Arts Institute, 405-340-4481




Becky Walderbach, Charles Haskell Elementary, 405-340-2945

2004 SRP EVALUATION RECEIVED FROM:




Guthrie Public Library, 405-282-0050
CONTACT PERSON:
NORMAN H. HAMMON




2x4 Productions




ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 2356, Norman, OK  73070-2356




TELEPHONE:  405-329-8111




E-MAIL:  donlevy@aol.com  (Mention “2x4” in message subject)

PROGRAM TITLE:
Sir Know-A-Lot’s Knifty Guide to Knights (A Children’s Play)
DESCRIPTION:

Who was the first knight?  Were dragons real?  Could a girl be a knight?  How much did Excalibur weigh?  Find out the answers to these questions and more when 2x4 Productions presents, “Sir Know-A Lot’s Knifty Guide to Knights.”  A children’s theatre program capable of touring anywhere in the state.

LENGTH:

30 – 40 minutes

AGE GROUP:

Elementary school age children.

FEE:


$1,500 per day.

$1,000 for first performance.  $500 for a second performance on the same day.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide touring available.


REFERENCES:

Basha Hartley, Norman Public Library, 405-701-2600




Katherine Hale, Southern Prairie Library System, 580-477-2890

2004 SRP EVALUATION RECEIVED FROM:




Noble Public Library, 405-872-5713

CONTACT PERSON:
MONTY HARPER




ADDRESS:  2419 N. Monroe, Stillwater, OK  74075-2124




TELEPHONE:  405-624-3805




E-MAIL:  monty@montyharper.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Wacky, Witty, Way-Out Songs
DESCRIPTION:

Monty’s original songs tell stories, celebrate the joy of reading, and entertain with humor and intelligence.  Monty accompanies himself with live acoustic guitar for maximum audience interaction.  Some songs will pertain to the “Dragons, Dreams, and Daring Deeds” theme.

LENGTH:

45 minutes 

AGE GROUP:

PreK - 5th Grade; Families


FEE:


$300 - $375 for single performance (depending on travel).  Discounts available for multiple bookings in one area.  Ask about Oklahoma Arts Council funding!  

TRAVEL RANGE:
Unlimited

REFERENCES:

Sue Busch, Stillwater Public Library, 405-372-3633




Leslie Langley, Wister Public Library, 918-655-7654

2004 SRP EVALUATIONS RECEIVED FROM:




Eufaula Memorial Library, 918-689-2291



Idabel Public Library, 580-286-6406




Tahlequah Public Library, 918-456-2581

CONTACT PERSON:
BRETT HEITZKE



ADDRESS:  3110 NE 115th, Oklahoma City, OK  73131




TELEPHONE:  405-478-0507




E-MAIL:  brettzke@aol.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Tunes, Tales & Tomfoolery
DESCRIPTION:

Brett invites kids of all ages to join him on a journey back in time using timeless sing-a-longs, painful puns, tall tales, and homespun stories. Throughout the course of his fun filled Okie-centric program, he accompanies himself with the fiddle, banjo, mandolin, and a host of unusual homemade instruments.

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


$150 + mileage at 25¢ per mile

TRAVEL RANGE:
150 miles from Oklahoma City.  Further by special arrangement.

REFERENCES:

Dana Morrow, Metropolitan Library System, 405-606-3833




Lyn Adams, Oklahoma Children’s Theatre, 405-951-0000

CONTACT PERSON:
WINONA HENDERSON or WILL HILL




Mahenwahdose



ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 921, Tulsa, OK  74101-0921




TELEPHONE:  800-536-1044 or 918-747-1044




E-MAIL:  mhndose@sbcglobal.net

PROGRAM TITLE:
Dee-Wah-Ni-Yah!
DESCRIPTION:

Uses the American Indian medium of storytelling, combined with comedy, language, song and dance, with a special program developed for the Oklahoma Department of Libraries 2005 Summer Reading Program theme.  Enter the world of Native American Fantasy as you hear stories of Heroes, Monsters and Tricksters told by full-blood American Indian Storyteller Will Hill and Indian Actress Jehnean Washington.  A magical time for the entire family. 

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

General audience or customized for age group

FEE:


$300 + travel




Note:  50 % funding available through the Oklahoma Arts Council Touring Program.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Kay Goss, Artists in Schools, Arts & Humanities Council of Tulsa, 918-584-3333


Phillip Mitchell, Oklahoma Arts Council Touring Program, 405-521-2931




Kelly Jennings, Tulsa City-County Library, 918-596-7971

2004 SRP EVALUATION RECEIVED FROM:




Idabel Public Library, 580-286-6406
CONTACT PERSON:
MARILYN A. HUDSON




ADDRESS:  5658 NW Pioneer Circle, Norman, OK  73072




TELEPHONE:  405-329-3026




E-MAIL:  one4the_books@yahoo.com 

PROGRAM TITLE:
Meet Me In the Middle Ages!
DESCRIPTION:

Costumed stories drawn from actual records of the Middle Ages, such as “Jerome & the Lion”, “Harp on the Water”, and “Voyage of Brendon”; plus multicultural tales rooted in the time period and information on the role and history of Bards and Storytellers in the Middle Ages.  Educational and enjoyable! 

LENGTH:

40 – 45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


$80 + mileage over 90 miles from metro area

TRAVEL RANGE:
150 miles from Norman/Metro Area

REFERENCES:

Rosemary Czarski, Choctaw Library, 405-390-8418

CONTACT PERSON:
BARBARA JONES




ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 362, Meeker, OK  74855




TELEPHONE:  405-279-2003




E-MAIL:  jkenbarb@yahoo.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Celebrate the Magic with Fantasy, Fables, and Fun
DESCRIPTION:

A medley of tales including monster tales, fantasy, folk tales, fairy tales, and fables.  My presentation includes active participation of the listeners and an activity that the children can take home.  I can do bilingual performances using Spanish and English.




I use authentic Peruvian finger puppets with presentations for young children.  

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

4 – 14 years (but need to know what ages will attend program)
FEE:


$100 – $150 + mileage if over 50 miles from Meeker.

TRAVEL RANGE:
150 –200 miles 

REFERENCES:

Jeanette Harjo, Shawnee Middle School, 405-398-4310




Rosemary Czarski, Choctaw Library, 405-390-8418

2004 SRP EVALUATION RECEIVED FROM:




Guthrie Public Library, 405-282-0050

CONTACT PERSON:
JAHRUBA LAMBETH




ADDRESS:  13609 Norris Circle, Norman, OK  73026




TELEPHONE:  405-321-1781




E-MAIL:  jahrubadrumsbest@aol.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Jahruba – The Wise
DESCRIPTION:

Jahruba – “The Wise” comes dressed as an ancient Moor or Griot, those roaming individuals who bring wisdom through stories and songs.  Jahruba brings several instruments to a performance such as kalimbas, drums, kora, balafone, and shakers.  Some of his instruments can be passed around so that the audience may  experience hands on activity.  Jahruba’s programs are educational and lots of fun!

LENGTH:

45 – 60 minutes


AGE GROUP:

PreK – 12th grade



FEE:


$300 per performance


TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Oklahoma Arts Council Touring Program, 405-521-2931




Oklahoma City Arts Council, 405-270-4848

CONTACT PERSON:
GLENNA McBRIDE




ADDRESS:  Rt. 5 Box 243, Eufaula, OK  74432




TELEPHONE:  918-689-5362 or 918-617-1689 (Cell)




E-MAIL:  rtstglena@yahoo.com
  



WEB:  www.geocities.com/rtstglena  

PROGRAM TITLE:
Oklahoma Myths and Legends
DESCRIPTION:

This theme focuses on Oklahoma myths and legends, such as giant catfish, little people, ghosts, spook balls, shift changers, and unexplained events.  Sure to be an engaging discovery about unexplained beliefs in Oklahoma.  Myth and fact are carefully explained.  A main focus of this program is hands on projects that students invent.  The artist furnishes all supplies.  No experience in printmaking or art is required.  This is a clean, fun, and imaginative library project, presented by Glenna McBride, an Artist-in-Residence with the Oklahoma and Arkansas Arts Councils.  The initial presentation is packed with spine-chilling and stimulating folk tales.  The rest of the time is spent inventing, drawing, inking, and printing in a timely manner and “there is no mess”.  Students only need to know how to use a pencil and follow simple directions.

LENGTH:

60 minutes


AGE GROUP:

5 years and up

FEE:


$150 for 75 students or less, plus 31¢ per mile.




Arrangements can be made for larger groups.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Margaret Collins, Eufaula Memorial Library, 918-689-2291




Katherine Smith, Jim Lucas - Checotah Public Library, 918-473-6715

CONTACT PERSON:
SAM McMICHAEL



ADDRESS:  16957 NW 4 Mile RD, Apache, OK  73006




TELEPHONE:  580-588-3671




E-MAIL:  chessam@pldi.net

PROGRAM TITLE:
Imagine That
DESCRIPTION:

I tell traditional fairy tales -- many of which can be found in most libraries’ collections.  The telling is lively and interactive, eliciting audience response. 

LENGTH:

50 minutes

AGE GROUP:

4 – 12 years


FEE:


$300
TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Rosemary Czarski, Choctaw Library, 405-390-8418




Ann Brown, Lawton Public Library, 580-581-3450

CONTACT PERSON:
JOANN McMILLAN




ADDRESS:  RT 5 Box 210, Eufaula, OK  74432




TELEPHONE:  918-707-3000




E-MAIL:  joannmcmillan@hotmail.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
The Whole World of Dragons
DESCRIPTION:

A who’s who of the many types of dragons from myth, legend, and stories around the world.  Stories will be told with a colorful variety of types and sizes of puppets -- from marionettes to stick puppets, from tiny to giant, and even costumes (puppets that are costumes and costumes that are puppets).  The audience will actively participate by being asked to hold things, answer questions, and even occasionally play a role.  Stories include:  St. George, the Chinese story of how the tortoise and the dragon saved the world, the Japanese Maid who braved the Deep, the Persian hero Rustam who slayed the dragon, the Russian Sorceress Marina who kept a dragon companion and more!

LENGTH:

45 minutes, one to three performances in one location

AGE GROUP:

All ages


FEE:


$300 – $600
TRAVEL RANGE:
Central and Eastern Oklahoma

REFERENCES:

Phillip Mitchell, Oklahoma Arts Council Touring Program, 



405-521-2931

CONTACT PERSON:
JOHN PANSZE



ADDRESS:  646 Hamlet Lane, Yukon, OK  73099




TELEPHONE:  405-354-2453




E-MAIL:  oklahomamagic@cox.net

PROGRAM TITLE:
Dragon Fire Magic, Magic Dreams and Dare to Read
DESCRIPTION:

Interactive comedy show with magic for children.

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

4 – 12 years

FEE:



$150 up to $350 + mileage outside of the Oklahoma City




area.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Linda Rhodes, Seminole Public Library, 405-382-4221




Jolea Brown, Mustang Public Library, 405-376-2226

CONTACT PERSON:
PEGGY PAYNE



ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 20178, Oklahoma City, OK  73156




TELEPHONE:  405-840-0278




E-MAIL:  pgpayne@goforbaroque.org
WEB:  www.goforbaroque.org 

PROGRAM TITLE:
I Believe in Oklahoma – The American Dream
DESCRIPTION:

Name That Tune:  Music that would be heard in American and Oklahoma history from the ride of Paul Revere to Oklahoma’s land runs to astronauts from Oklahoma.  




Dukes and Dames:  Castles and Kingdoms:  Music performed for nobility from 1600 to 2000.  




Both performances include costumes, hats and a slide presentation.  All experienced educators, the musicians capture their student’s attention and leave them spellbound and enlightened. 

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

K – 12 

FEE:


$800 to $2,500 Negotiable -- depending on number of concerts + travel expense.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Priscilla Decker, Clinton Schools, 580-772-2948




Dr. James Wintle, SOSU Music Dept., Durant, 580-745-2196

CONTACT PERSON:
PAUL or SUSAN PHARISS



ADDRESS:  2551 ALT 75, Mounds, OK  74047




TELEPHONE:  918-629-2689
FAX:  918-827-4080




E-MAIL:  dogjuggler@webzone.net

PROGRAM TITLE:
Paul Phariss, Comedy Juggler
DESCRIPTION:

Paul Phariss will delight and encourage your audience with his captivating comedy and world-class juggling.  His show is filled with inspiration, education, and entertainment as he charms the audience and tells his personal story of fighting his own “Dragon”, brain damage, with dreams and daring deeds.  He promotes literacy with passion since he was unable to read until he was thirty years old.  Paul has entertained audiences all around the world, but is now dedicated to helping our own Oklahoma kids overcome their own “Dragons” and to dream big!

OR

PROGRAM TITLE:
Riley the Wonder Dog
DESCRIPTION:

Riley the Wonder Dog won’t tell his secrets, but his trainer, Susan Phariss, will!  A handsome golden retriever, Riley is a fully-trained service dog capable of performing amazing skills that are used to assist people with physical disabilities.  Susan and Riley have performed from coast to coast, mesmerizing audiences with their charisma, sense of humor and incredible skills.  This show includes great audience participation.

FOR EACH PERFORMANCE:

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


Call for fees.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Kelly Jennings, Tulsa City-County Library, 918-596-7970




Lisa Wood, The Village Library, 405-755-0710




Sue Busch, Stillwater Public Library, 405-372-3633 ext. 116

2004 SRP EVALUATION RECEIVED FROM:


Metropolitan Library System, Oklahoma City, 405-606-3726

CONTACT PERSON:
CHRISTINE G. PRYOR




Puppets, Por Favor



ADDRESS:  408 Dawn Circle, Norman, OK  73072




TELEPHONE:  405-366-1659




E-MAIL:  PuppetDame@aol.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
"Puppets, Por Favor"
DESCRIPTION:

My Hero in Shining Armor!  This is a puppet show tailored to the reading theme of medieval times.  Dreamy, the lady in distress, is impressed with Sir Saves the Day’s attempt to win her hand in marriage by fighting an ogre, a dragon, and a mean ole villain.  However, Dreamy soon learns to rely on her own talents instead of a knight in shining armor!

LENGTH:

40 – 45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

5 – 12 years

FEE:


$200 - $250
TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Basha Hartley, Norman Public Library, 405-701-2632




John Hinkle, Puppeteer, 405-454-6643

2004 SRP EVALUATIONS RECEIVED FROM:




Eufaula Memorial Library, 918-689-2291




Noble Public Library, 405-872-5713




Stanley Tubbs Memorial Library, Sallisaw,  918-775-4481
CONTACT PERSON:
SHAWN REIDA




ADDRESS:  2110 S. Pershing, Wichita, KS  67218




TELEPHONE:  316-688-5664




E-MAIL:  sreida1@cox.net

PROGRAM TITLE:
Medieval Magic!
DESCRIPTION:
Your group will enjoy the 2005 performance of “Medieval Magic”!  It is a practical presentation prepared to promote perusing of positive pre-written passages (books).  This production will highlight the fact that Reading is Fun, Enjoyable, and Educational! Come along with Shawn as he takes your group on a fun, mysterious, and exciting trip with dangerous dragons, delightful dreams, drafty dungeons, and daring deeds!  (How’s that for sticking to the theme!!)  Your group will discover why you can be a champion and realize your dreams if you will visit your local library and read often.  Watch as we learn about some valuable lessons about life and how reading enhances and impacts us everyday!  Shawn has been producing and performing motivational and educational reading programs for a number of years and mixes light comedy with sophisticated magic tricks and illusions.

LENGTH:

Approximately 40 minutes.

AGE GROUP:

All ages – up to junior high is ideal audience
FEE:


$350 -- $550 Call for details.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Jean Willey, Wagoner City Public Library, 918-485-2126




Carol Kaspar, Newkirk Public Library, 580-362-3934

CONTACT PERSON:
BONNIE SMITH









ADDRESS:  1800 West Midway Road, Paden, OK  74860




TELEPHONE:  405-932-5406
 or 405-826-8946 (cell)




FAX:  405-567-1249


PROGRAM TITLE:
The Greeks Had a Word for It
DESCRIPTION:

Do you know why earthquakes happen; why spiders spin webs; why the florist has a winged runner on the door?  Through the stories of Greek mythology, children will desire further information about spiders (Arachnid), signs and wonders (Mercury, Aesculapius, Caduceus), and language (hypnotic, chronological, hemisphere).  The Greek myths explain the unexplainable.  I found that, as a teacher, Greek mythology unlocked many secrets and whet my appetite for knowledge.  I discovered that my students found the daring deeds quite exciting, and the stories enticed them to discover their own dreams.  So, why do earthquakes happen?  Listen to the story – the Greeks have a word or two about it.

FEE:


$75 per session + per diem

OR

PROGRAM TITLE:
Myths, and Books, and Fairy Tales Too
DESCRIPTION:

All ages will experience the daring deeds of fairy tale characters as they help the comical fairy godmothers, Grisselda and Mellisande, (Bonnie and Kathy) search for stories to replace the ones missing from the Fairy Land Library.

FEE:


$150 – one performance + per diem




$200 – two performances (same day and city) + per diem

FOR EACH PERFORMANCE:

LENGTH:

60 minutes

AGES:


All ages

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Norma Kelley, Prague Public Library, 405-567-4013




Susie Beasley, Ralph Ellison Library, 405-672-6898




Darla L’Allier, Helmerich Library, Tulsa, 918-596-2466
CONTACT PERSON:
STEPHEN SMITH




ADDRESS:  4411 E 59th Place, Tulsa, OK  74135




TELEPHONE:  918-493-2333







E-MAIL:  prof@blooney.com
WEB:  www.blooney.com 

PROGRAM TITLE:
Professor B Looney and the Dragons
DESCRIPTION:

Professor B Looney uses balloon art and ventriloquism to tell stories of Daring Deeds and Dreams of Dragons!  He has at least three dragons!  One big one made from balloons.  A silly one named Dizzy the Dragon and a baby dragon hatching from his egg.  Read about dragons and you might be part of the show!  Fun for all ages.

AGES:


Small children through adults

OR

PROGRAM TITLE:
Professor B Looney – Knights Alive 2005
DESCRIPTION:

Professor B Looney uses balloon art, a puppet named Dizzy the Dragon, and an actual suit of armor to tell stories about the knights and the Middle Ages.  It is a fun history lesson about things that are real and some things that are myths.  This program does include a sword and is not recommended for young children.

AGES:


Older elementary, teens, and adults

OR

PROGRAM TITLE:
Ben Franklin Tells His Story
DESCRIPTION:

Ben Franklin started the Public Library almost 300 years ago and has come back in person for a visit.  History comes alive as he tells his story – his childhood, his life as a printer, and how he became a founding father of this great country!  His love for books is contagious.  Stephen Smith makes you believe that you have really met Ben Franklin.

AGES:


Children and adults

FOR EACH PERFORMANCE:

LENGTH:

45 – 60 minutes

FEE:


$250 + expenses – Tour prices available

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Kelly Jennings, Tulsa City-County Library, 918-596-7970 




Sue Busch, Stillwater Public Library, 405-372-3633




Basha Hartley, Norman Public Library, 405-701-2600

2004 SRP EVALUATIONS RECEIVED FROM:




Choctaw County Library, Hugo, 580-326-5591




Eufaula Memorial Library, 918-689-2291




Mattie Terry Public Library, Valliant,  580-933-4883




Miami Public Library, 918-541-2292

CONTACT PERSON:
SHARON TAYLOR




Tangles



ADDRESS:  12847 Oak Road #51, Neosho, MO  64850




TELEPHONE:  417-455-0863




E-MAIL:  tangles@magician.org     WEB:  www.magicbytangles.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Call Sharon for program titles.

DESCRIPTION:

A show of comedy with magic, or storytelling with magic, using lots of audience participation.  Sharon has several programs to choose from including a new show based on this year’s topic.  The show can be custom designed if needed.

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGES:


PreK – 8th grade

FEE:


$100 - $300 depending on program and distance.  There is no travel charge for programs within a 1.5 hour radius of Neosho, MO.  Balloons are usually $25 an hour extra.  Prices are all inclusive.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Marilyn Biggerstaff, Nowata City-County Library, 918-273-3363 




Marcia Johnson, Miami Public Library, 918-541-2292

2004 SRP EVALUATION RECEIVED FROM:




Metropolitan Library System, 405-606-3726
CONTACT PERSON:
ERICA THOMAS




Cimarron Circuit Opera Company



ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 1085, Norman, OK  73070




TELEPHONE:  405-364-8962




E-MAIL:  info@ccocopera.org  or  ccoc@telepath.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs (A Children’s Opera)
DESCRIPTION:

This is the story of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.  The parts of the adults are sung by adult performers and the dwarfs are played by children.  This is a children’s opera with costumes, set and live music.  Cimarron Circuit Opera Company travels with this production and uses children from your community for parts in the production.  For this summer, we will have young people already chosen from our Summer Opera Camp.

LENGTH:

45 – 55 minutes

AGES:


4 – 14 years

FEE:


$3,000 - $4,000 -- 6 to 10 sites or performances.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Oklahoma Arts Council Touring Program, 405-521-2931

CONTACT PERSON:
BILL THOMPSON




ADDRESS:  917 E Maine, Enid, OK  73701




TELEPHONE:  580-237-1352  or  580-402-3894 (cell)




E-MAIL:  Billsvilles@aol.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Summer Time Beat

DESCRIPTION:

Beat the heat with this fun and energizing drum program that includes making a playable percussion instrument.  The presentation features drum lore and a brief drum history, and includes lots of hands on participation.

LENGTH:

60 minutes

AGES:


All ages

FEE:


Please call for information.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Most of Oklahoma (Please call for information.)

REFERENCES:

Carla Hickey, Stillwater Public Library, 405-372-3633 ext. 114




David Holland, Pleasant Vale School, 580-758-3282




Kathy Logan, Public Library of Enid & Garfield County, 




580-234-6313
CONTACT PERSON:
KATHRYN THURMAN




The Traveling Troubadour




ADDRESS:  4308 Clendon Way, Del City, OK  73115




TELEPHONE:  405-672-5050  or  405-308-7349 (cell)




E-MAIL:  KMThurman@aol.com  

PROGRAM TITLE:
Dragon Strings, Fairy Rings, and other Magical Musical Things
DESCRIPTION:

Step back in time to the days of castles, quests, dragons, and fairies.  Hear the Traveling Troubadour share her adventures in the form of musical stories gathered during her travels across the medieval countryside.  Meet princes, dragons, fairies and other interesting characters that inhabit the fantasy world of the Middle Ages.  The Traveling Troubadour will play the psaltery, recorder, spoons, bells and kazoos.
LENGTH:

50 – 60 minutes

AGE GROUP:

PreK – 8th grade

FEE:


$100 – one program in metro Oklahoma City area.




$100 – one program outside metro Oklahoma City area, plus



travel expenses.




$175 – two programs same day same location in metro OKC area




$175 – two programs same day same location outside metro



Oklahoma City area, plus travel expenses.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Judy Kahlor, Chickasaw National Recreation Area, 580-618-0275 (cell)




Susie Beasley, Ralph Ellison Lib., Oklahoma City, 405-424-1437

2004 SRP EVALUATIONS RECEIVED FROM:




Guthrie Public Library, 405-282-0050




Madill City-County Library, 580-795-2749

CONTACT PERSON:
DAVID TITUS



ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 1406, Lawton, OK  73502




TELEPHONE:  580-695-0782




E-MAIL:  OKTeller@Juno.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
Dare You To Try These!
DESCRIPTION:

Will present the “Ananzi Spider” story with many string figures.  Then the audience will get strings and learn to make figures.

LENGTH:

50 minutes

AGE GROUP:

PreK and up

FEE:


$325 + travel + 28¢ per string

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Sue Busch, Stillwater Public Library, 405-372-3633




Kelly Beam, Okmulgee Public Library, 918-756-1448

CONTACT PERSON:
KEVIN WADE



ADDRESS:  9982 South 592 Road, Miami, OK  74354




TELEPHONE:  918-542-5815




E-MAIL:  kwade@neok.com

PROGRAM TITLE:
The Magic of Dragons, Dreams, and Daring Deeds!
DESCRIPTION:

Through this magic program, children of all ages will enjoy a performance filled with mystifying entertainment.  The entire program is geared toward this year’s wonderful theme.  There will be plenty of routines designed around fairy tales, fantasy, knights, dragons, castles, mythical figures and the Middle Ages.  The program is more than just entertaining.  Children will also learn the importance of reading and be encouraged to come to their local library year around!  See why, year after year, libraries choose “Magician Kevin Wade” as their number one presenter.

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


$175 +

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Sue Busch, Stillwater Public Library, 405-372-3633




Margaret Collins, Eufaula Memorial Library, 918-689-2291




Beth DeGeer, Bartlesville Public Library, 918-337-5353

2004 SRP EVALUATIONS RECEIVED FROM:




Eufaula Memorial Library, 918-689-2291




Metropolitan Library System, Oklahoma City, 405-606-3726

CONTACT PERSON:
JIM TWO CROWS WALLEN




ADDRESS:  608 E Kansas ST, Independence, MO  64050




TELEPHONE:  816-254-6510  or  1-888-422-7697




E-MAIL:  twocrows@sunflower.org




WEB:  www.storyteller.net/tellers/jwallen 

PROGRAM TITLE:
They Lived in Oklahoma
DESCRIPTION:

Come experience the Dreams and Daring Deeds when Oklahoma was winning its right to statehood.  Oral historian Jim Two Crows Wallen, in authentic clothing of the early pioneers, will help you discover some famous and not-so-famous Native Americans and settlers that helped develop this country.  This fun-filled presentation has lots of audience participation and includes artifacts of the time period.  A good program for family audiences.

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


$500 per performance – includes all travel expenses.




$400 per performance for 2 – 5 libraries*




$300 per performance for 6 – 10 libraries*




$200 per performance for 11 or more libraries*

*These prices are for the Summer Reading Program proposal only!  Library systems can go together and package tours to receive these discounts.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Sarah Howard, Daniel Boone Library, Columbia, MO, 



573-443-3161

CONTACT PERSON:
LUANN SEWELL WATERS



ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 457, Wynnewood, OK  73098




TELEPHONE:  405-665-2323




E-MAIL:  LSW045@aol.com
PROGRAM TITLE:
Cauldrons, Kettles, & Ovens




or




Oklahoma Wildlife

DESCRIPTION:

Cauldrons, Kettles, & Ovens:  Since 700 AD, cast iron has been used for cooking and other household uses.  Learn some of the history and how useful these items still are today.  Examples of cast iron will be shown.



Oklahoma Wildlife:  Skulls and hides of wild animals native to Oklahoma will be used to teach where these animals live and how they go about their daily lives.

Each program has a suggested bibliography to encourage reading.

LENGTH:

60 minutes

AGE GROUP:

8 years to adult

FEE:


$100 per hour.  Beyond 30 mile radius of Wynnewood need to pay mileage.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Desiree Webber, Mustang Public Library, 405-376-2226




Janet Lee, Hugh Warren Memorial Library, Ada, 580-436-8122

CONTACT PERSON:
ELLEN WEBSTER
ADDRESS:  3000 General Pershing BLVD, Oklahoma City, OK  73107




TELEPHONE:  405-951-0000




E-MAIL:  ellenweb@swbell.net
PROGRAM TITLE:
Prudence and the Dragon

DESCRIPTION:

The adventures of Lady Prudence, a “lady-in-waiting” who wants to be a knight, and Wilby, her wizard apprentice.  Together they try to defeat the dragon lady who, according to legend, is “half sorceress, half dragon, and all evil.”  She is also very smelly and wants to steal everyone’s laughter.  




This play is written and directed by S.L. Martin.

LENGTH:

60 minutes

AGE GROUP:

K – 5th
FEE:


$700 per performance 

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Goddard Center in Ardmore




Seminole Arts Council

CONTACT PERSON:
JYRONE WILKERSON



ADDRESS:  5739 E 30th ST, Tulsa, OK  74114




TELEPHONE:  918-836-6228

PROGRAM TITLE:
Let Me Tell You a Tale

DESCRIPTION:

Storytelling – Southern folktales like Brer Rabbit and origin stories.

LENGTH:

45 – 60 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


$300 per performance




$200 per performance if more than two

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Kelly Jennings, Tulsa City-County Library System, 918-596-7977




Dana Morrow, Metropolitan Library System, 405-606-3833

CONTACT PERSON:
CHARLIE or MELODY WILLIAMS



ADDRESS:  22651 SE 56th ST, Issaquah, WA  98029




TELEPHONE:  425-427-6299




E-MAIL:  noiseguy@hotmail.com
WEB:  www.noiseguy.com 

PROGRAM TITLE:
Kings, Castles, and Cockroaches!

DESCRIPTION:

Join Charlie “The Noise Guy” as Sir Sounds-a-Lot, leading a reading renaissance rumpus!  He uses zany props, vocal sound effects, music and audience participation for a daring dash into story time reader’s theater.  Meet Sir George and the Dragon on their serf-in safari.  Follow the folk tale of cockroach as he sets out to find out for himself Why Cockroaches Are Afraid of the Light.

AVAILABILITY:

June 20th – 24th (Will be traveling cross-country)

LENGTH:

45 – 60 minutes

AGE GROUP:

3 years and up

FEE:



$225 per program.  (Price variable for multiple bookings




Regionally.) 

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Call for references

CONTACT PERSON:
DWE WILLIAMS




ADDRESS:  2609 NW 38th ST, Oklahoma City, OK  73112




TELEPHONE:  405-942-0810




E-MAIL:  ewdwms@sbcglobal.net


PROGRAM TITLE:
A Medieval Knievel Dragon Slayer
DESCRIPTION:

Eve is taken away by an Oklahoma tornado and lands in medieval times.  She visits Merlin the wizard who is the only one who can help her get back home.  “You must slay the dragon who has tortured the village for generations.”  The dragon has stolen all the toys and does not allow the children to laugh or play.  If Eve can slay the dragon, she will be given the secret of how to get back home.

FEE:


$1,200 if matching funds are used from the State Arts Council.




$900 @ performance + miles + hotel if needed.

OR

PROGRAM TITLE:
Fairy Tales, Fantasy and Medieval Stories
DESCRIPTION:

Storytelling with Ms. Dwe.  Join Ms. Dwe as she weaves tales of Dragons, Fairies, and Medieval Wizards.

FEE:


$400 per performance + miles

FOR EACH PERFORMANCE:

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE:


3 years and up

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Dana Morrow, Metropolitan Library System, 405-606-3833

CONTACT PERSON:
GAIL WILLIAMS – Century XXI Productions




ADDRESS:  132 Hickory Hill, Yukon, OK  73099




TELEPHONE:  405-324-7070
E-MAIL:  chloesnina@aol.com
PROGRAM TITLE:
Steve Crawford’s Medieval Magic
DESCRIPTION: 
Magician Steve dons the medieval robe to demonstrate medieval  magic from eastern and western parts of the world.  Presto the Magic Rabbit performs a spell-binding sword-swallowing act and a “live” dragon mysteriously appears in a cage.  The show has lots of audience participation and promises to bring the “magic” of the Middle Ages to one and all.

REFERENCES:

Valerie Kimball, Chickasaw Regional Library System, 580-223-3164




Bonnie Crawford, Okemah Public Library, 918-623-1915

OR

PROGRAM TITLE:
Stephanie McGathy’s Whimsical Tales and Fantasy
DESCRIPTION: 
Stephanie’s medieval presentation is full of fantasy, fairy tales, and whimsical creatures interwoven with magic.  Her program will really bring alive the mystery and majesty of the Middle Ages with audience participation and a great deal of humor.

REFERENCES:

Nancy Chowning, Noble Public Library, 405-872-5713




Tiffany Wiley, Pioneer Library System, 405-701-2600

FOR BOTH PERFORMERS / SHOW:

LENGTH:

60 minutes

AGE:


All ages

FEE:


$150 + mileage outside the Oklahoma City metro area.

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

2004 SRP EVALUATIONS RECEIVED FROM:




Choctaw County Library, Hugo, 580-326-5591




Noble Public Library, 405-872-5713
CONTACT PERSON:
LAURETTE WILLIS



ADDRESS:  P.O. Box 1449, Tahlequah, OK  74465




TELEPHONE:  918-458-1800




E-MAIL:  Laurette@LauretteWillis.com




WEB:  www.LauretteWillis.com 

PROGRAM TITLE:
Fantastic Medieval Folktales with “The Woman of 101 Voices!”
DESCRIPTION:

Laurette Willis, “The Woman of 101 Voices”, presents funny, fabulous and fantastic medieval folktales for children of all ages!  History and humor combine in this fast-paced interactive program.  Visit Laurette’s web site for more information.

LENGTH:

45 minutes

AGE GROUP:

All ages

FEE:


$200 to $400

TRAVEL RANGE:
Statewide

REFERENCES:

Sue Busch, Stillwater Public Library, 405-372-3633




Robin Mooney, Tahlequah Public Library, 918-456-2581

2004 SRP EVALUATION RECEIVED FROM:




Tahlequah Public Library, 918-456-2581

CONTACT PERSON:
JUDITH WYNHAUSEN



ADDRESS:  2202 E 47th, Joplin, MO  64804




TELEPHONE:  417-782-6983







E-MAIL:  mgoose@mgoose.net
WEB:  www.mgoose.net 

PROGRAM TITLE:
Tales From Mother Goose Land
DESCRIPTION:

Judith Wynhausen, as Mother Goose, tells original stories and sings songs based on traditional nursery rhymes.  She is assisted by puppets Gus the Goose, Henry the Owl, and George the Mouse.  Audiences enjoy singing along and reciting the rhymes with Mother Goose.

LENGTH:

30 minutes + 15 minutes of informal visiting after the show.

AGES:


3 – 8 years

OR

PROGRAM TITLE:
Enchanting Tales From Olden Times
DESCRIPTION:

“Dame Judith,” in medieval costume, tells stories of valor and magic.  Exciting stories are chosen that have lessons for today’s youth.  Music and audience participation are part of the program.

LENGTH:

45 – 60 minutes

AGES:


8 – 12 years

FOR EACH PERFORMANCE:

FEE:


$150 + 35¢ per mile from Joplin.  If several libraries in an



area book on same day or week, travel expenses can be shared.

TRAVEL RANGE:
I am willing to travel 250 miles from Joplin in one day.  I will travel



further if lodging is provided and if more than one library books a



performance.

REFERENCES:

Shirley Bambeck, Latimer County Public Library, 918-465-3751 




Caryn Dawson, Picher-Cardin Elementary School, 918-673-1783
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Chapter 4

Books, Websites and Other Resources

(Or Reading Is What It’s All About)
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Introduction

This bibliography includes books found in ODL’s Juvenile Review Collection, websites on the Middle Ages and websites selling medieval and fantasy materials that you might find useful for your Summer Reading Program.  None of the lists are meant to be comprehensive.

When we selected books from the Juvenile Review Collection, I expected most of them to be duplicates of the books listed in the Upstart manual.  Surprisingly, they are not.  The bibliographies in the Upstart manual include books with both old and new copyright dates.  The books listed here are primarily new titles with copyright dates from 2003 to 2005 or new editions of older works.  I have noted all titles that are duplicates of books listed in the Upstart manual.

The websites on medieval times are also different from the websites listed in the Upstart manual, with one exception.  DLTK’s Crafts for Kids is listed a couple of times in the Upstart manual as well as in this manual.  Each listing shows a different facet of the site – all of which are applicable to the Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds theme.
Finally, I included a few commercial websites with materials that you can purchase for this year’s theme.  The Upstart manual also lists various games, crafts, hats, puppets and other materials available for purchase.  Again, this is in no way a comprehensive list.  If you want to search the net, you may well find additional materials to purchase that may be more appropriate for your library’s programs.
If you find something really neat, please let me know (gdietrich@oltn.odl.state.ok.us) so that I can share your find with other librarians at the March workshops.  Also, I will bring these books to the March workshops, and you can look at them there.
[This page intentionally left blank.]
Books
Ages 3 to 7:
Ahlberg, Allan.  Illustrated by Paul Howard. 

The Bravest Ever Bear
Candlewick Press, 1999.  ISBN: 0763607835.  $15.99.  Ages 4-8.


Fairy tale characters tell their stories from their own perspective, with new endings, and find themselves encountering each other as their stories overlap.

Andersen, Hans Christian.  Retold by Christine San José.  Illustrated by Anastassija Archipowa.

The Emperor's New Clothes

Boyds Mills Press, 1998.  ISBN: 1563976994.  $15.95.  Ages 4-9.


Two rascally weavers convince the emperor they are making him beautiful new clothes, visible only to those fit for their posts; but during a royal procession in which he first wears them, a child whispers that the emperor has nothing on.

Andreasen, Dan. 

Rose Red and the Bear Prince

HarperCollins Publishers, 2000.  ISBN: 0060279672.  $16.95.  Ages 5-9.

"... adapted from Snow White and Rose Red by the Brothers Grimm"


A retelling of the fairy tale in which a young girl saves a bear from a dwarf's wicked spell.

Burnett, Frances Hodgson.  Adapted and illustrated by Barbara McClintock.

Frances Hodgson Burnett's A Little Princess  

HarperCollins, 2000.  ISBN: 0060290102.  $16.95.  Ages 4-8.


A simplified retelling of the fate of Sara Crewe who, after her father's death leaves her penniless, loses her privileged status at Miss Minchin's London boarding school.  She endures many hardships and cruel treatment until she is helped by a mysterious benefactor.

Cash, Rosanne.  Illustrated by G. Brian Karas.

Penelope Jane: a Fairy's Tale  

Joanna Cotler Books, 2000.  ISBN: 0060275448.  $15.95.  Ages 4-8.


Penelope Jane, a spunky fairy whose mischievous behavior causes chaos in the classroom, uses some quick thinking and a song to save the school from a fire. Includes lyrics and music.

Dale, Penny. 

Princess, Princess 
Candlewick Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0763622125.  $14.99.  Ages 4-8.


A young princess and her friends sleep under the spell of a fairy she forgot to invite to her birthday party, until someone comes along to awaken them.

Davidson, Rebecca Piatt.  Pictures by Anita Lobel. 

All the World's a Stage 

Greenwillow Books, 2003.  ISBN: 0060296275.  $15.99.  Ages 5-up.


An introduction to some of the characters and plays of William Shakespeare, written in the style of "The House That Jack Built."

Edwards, Julie Andrews and Emma Walton Hamilton.  Illustrated by Gennady Spirin. 

Simeon's Gift 

HarperCollins, 2003.  ISBN: 0060089156.  $16.99.  Ages 5-up.    

“The Julie Andrews collection.”  Includes 1 sound disc.


A humble musician sets out to find the perfect gift for the woman he loves and is overwhelmed by all he sees, until he discovers within himself his true gift.

Edwards, Pamela Duncan.  Illustrated by Henry Cole. 

The Leprechaun's Gold 

Katherine Tegen Books, 2004.  ISBN: 0066239753.  $16.89.  Ages 4-8.


A leprechaun intervenes with gold and magic when a greedy, boastful young harpist gains an unfair advantage for a royal harping contest.

Ellwand, David.

Cinderlily: a Floral Fairy Tale in Three Acts

Directed, designed, and choreographed by David Ellwand; libretto by Christine Tagg.

Candlewick Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0763623288.  $16.99.  Ages 4-8.


Flowers represent all the characters in this version of the classic fairy tale.

Funke, Cornelia Caroline.  Illustrations by Kerstin Meyer; translated by Anthea Bell. 

The Princess Knight 

Chicken House, 2004, © 2001.  ISBN: 0439536308.  $15.95.   Ages 4-8.


Violetta, a little princess, is determined to become as big and strong as her brothers. She secretly teaches herself to become the bravest and cleverest knight in the land until she must face the king's best knights in a jousting tournament. Will she be ready?

(Also listed in Upstart manual on page 222.)
Grey, Mini. 

The Very Smart Pea and the Princess-to-be

Alfred A. Knopf: Distributed by Random House, 2003.  ISBN: 0375926267.  $14.95.  Ages 4-8.


The pea gives its own version of what happened in the fairy tale, "The Princess and the Pea," from the time of its birth in the Palace Garden until it helps arrange a royal marriage.

Keller, Emily Snowell.  Paintings by Pamela Silin-Palmer.

Sleeping Bunny

Random House, 2003.  ISBN: 0375915419.  $15.95.  Ages 4-8.


A curse by an angry fairy puts a bunny princess to sleep for a hundred years.

Lunge-Larsen, Lise.  Illustrated by Mary Azarian.  

The Race of the Birkebeiners 

Houghton Mifflin, 2001.  ISBN: 0618103139.  $16.00.  Ages 4-up.


Tells how the infant Prince Hakon is rescued by men fiercely loyal to his dead father.  The rescuers ski across the rugged mountains in blizzard conditions to save Hakon from his enemies, the Baglers.

(Also listed in Upstart manual on page 223.)
Mack, Todd.  Illustrated by Julia Gran. 

Princess Penelope

Scholastic Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0439224365.  $15.95.  Ages 4-8.


Penelope is certain that she is royalty because of all the similarities between her life and that of a princess.

Mayhew, James.   Illustrated by Lindsey Gardiner.

Who Wants a Dragon?
Scholastic, Inc., 2004.  ISBN: 0439672376.   $15.95.   Ages 4-8.

A lost baby dragon, alone in the night, is looking for somebody to love. He is pink and cuddly and very cute, and his misadventures will have readers laughing, as he frightens a knight and gives the king and queen a good scare. But when the little dragon finally finds his mama, he, and readers, will know that he's found someone who loves him.

Priceman, Marjorie. 

Princess Picky
Roaring Brook Press, 2002.  ISBN: 0761324186.  $22.90.  Ages 4-8.


When Nicki refuses to eat her vegetables, she goes from being called Princess Perfect to Princess Picky, and the worried king orders his staff to create bribes fit for a finicky royal eater.

Robberecht, Thierry.   Illustrated by Philippe Goossens.

Angry Dragon
Clarion Books, 2003.   ISBN: 0618474307.  $15.00.   Ages 5-8.


A young boy is sometimes so angry that he becomes a dragon, turning red, spitting out angry words, and destroying everything in his path; but later he turns back into a boy and can feel his parents' love again.


Ruzzier, Sergio.

The Little Giant

Laura Geringer Books, 2004.  ISBN: 0060529520.  $15.99.  Ages 3-7.


When a little giant meets a big dwarf, they realize they are more alike than they seem.

San Souci, Robert D.  Illustrations by John Segal.

The Reluctant Dragon

Orchard Books, 2004.  ISBN: 0439455812.  $16.95.  Ages 4-8.


The boy who finds the dragon in the cave knows it is a kindly, harmless one, but how can he convince the frightened villagers and, especially, St. George the dragon killer that there is no cause for concern?

San Souci, Robert D.  Illustrated by Rebecca Walsh.

Well at the End of the World

Chronicle Books, 2004.  ISBN: 1587172127.  $16.95.  Ages 4-8.


In this fairy tale, loosely based on English and Scottish lore, feisty Princess Rosamond, who prefers good books to good looks, risks her throne and all her wealth to save her father's life.

Sharratt, Nick. 
Once Upon a Time 
Candlewick Press, 2002.  ISBN: 0763616958.  $8.99.  Ages 3-6.


Readers can insert press-out pieces to create their own version of the story of a princess who is granted three wishes.

Souhami, Jessica. 
Mrs. McCool and the Giant Cuhullin: an Irish Tale

Henry Holt and Company, 2002.  ISBN: 080506852X.  $16.95.  Ages 4-8.


The very clever Oona saves her husband, the giant Finn McCool, by outwitting Cuhullin, who seeks to prove that he is the strongest giant in the world by beating Finn.

Spinelli, Eileen.  Illustrated by Nancy Hayashi.

Wanda's Monster 

A. Whitman, 2002.  ISBN: 0807586560.  $15.95.  Ages 4-8.


When Wanda fears that she has a monster in her closet, she takes her grandmother's advice and begins to look at things from the monster's point of view.

Tompert, Ann.  Illustrated by Michael Garland. 

Joan of Arc: Heroine of France

Boyds Mills Press, 2003.  ISBN: 1590780094.  $15.95.  Ages 5-up.


A picture book biography of the French national hero, Joan of Arc.

Wilson, Gina.  Illustrated by P.J. Lynch.

Ignis 

Candlewick Press, 2001.  ISBN: 0763616230.  $16.99.  Ages 4-8.


Though he is admired by others, a young dragon does not feel complete because he cannot breathe fire.

Ages 7 to 10:
(Also listed in Upstart manual on page 221.)
Bateman, Teresa.  Illustrated by Lynne Cravath.

The Princesses Have a Ball

A. Whitman & Co., 2002.  ISBN: 0807566268.  $15.95.  Ages 6-10.


In this rhyming update of the fairy tale of the "Twelve Dancing Princesses," twelve princesses wear out their shoes playing basketball.

Cheripko, Jan.  Illustrated by Kestutis Kasparavicius.

Brother Bartholomew and the Apple Grove 
Boyds Mills Press, 2004.  ISBN: 1590780965.  $15.95.  Ages 6-up.


An ambitious monk learns a lesson in humility when he encounters Brother Bartholomew, the old monk who tends the apple grove.

Cole, Joanna.   Illustrated by Bruce Degen.

Ms. Frizzle's Adventures: Medieval Castle
Scholastic Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0590108204.  $15.95.  Ages 6-9.


When Ms. Frizzle and her student Arnold follow an underground passage beneath Craig’s Castle Shop, they find themselves in the middle of a siege of a 12th century English castle.  While there, they learn a great deal about both castles and the Middle Ages.

Geras, Adáele.  Illustrated by Christian Birmingham. 

Sleeping Beauty

Orchard Books, 2004.  ISBN: 043958180X.  $18.95.  Ages 6-10.


Enraged at not being invited to the princess's christening, a wicked fairy casts a spell that dooms the princess to sleep for one hundred years. 

Hamilton, Virginia.  Illustrated by Barry Moser.

Wee Winnie Witch's Skinny: an Original African American Scare Tale
Blue Sky Press, 2004.  ISBN: 0590288806.  $16.95.  Ages 8-up.


James Lee and Uncle Big Anthony become victims of Wee Winnie Witch, who takes them on a ride up into the sky, but Mama Granny saves them.

Hodges, Margaret.  Illustrated by Trina Schart Hyman.

Merlin and the Making of the King  
Retold by Margaret Hodges from Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur

Holiday House, 2004.  ISBN: 082341647X.  $16.95.  Ages 6-10.


In this collection of three exciting Arthurian tales, Merlin the magician watches over young Arthur as he rises to become king of all England.

Jones, Diana Wynne. 
Wild Robert  

Greenwillow Books, 2003.  ISBN: 0060555319.  $15.99.  Ages 7-up.


While trying to get away from the tourists visiting the stately home where her parents are caretakers, Heather accidentally summons a mischievous 350-year-old youth with magical powers.  Nothing is ever the same again.

Kimmel, Eric A.  Pictures by Leonard Everett Fisher.

Don Quixote and the Windmills

Retold and adapted from The ingenious hidalgo Don Quixote de la Mancha by Miguel de Cervantes Saavedra.





Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004.  ISBN: 0374318255.  $16.00.  Ages 6-10.


Immersed in tales of knights and dragons and sorcerers and damsels in distress, Senor Quexada proclaims himself a knight and sets out on his first adventure against some nearby windmills that he thinks are giants.

(Also listed in Upstart manual on page 271.)
Levine, Gail Carson.  Illustrated by Mark Elliott. 

For Biddle's Sake (Princess Tales)

HarperCollinsPublishers, 2002.  ISBN: 0060000945.  $9.99.  Ages 7-12.


In this humorous retelling of Andrew Lang's "Puddocky," a young maiden who has been transformed into a toad by a jealous fairy relies on her newly honed magical abilities to charm a prince into marriage.

Lunge-Larsen, Lise.   Illustrated by Beth Krommes.

The Hidden Folk:  Stories of Fairies, Dwarves, Selkies and Other Secret Beings
Houghton Mifflin Co., 2004.  ISBN: 0618174958.  $18.00.   Ages 5-8.

As Lise Lunge-Larsen’s magical, timeless stories reveal, and Beth Krommes"s enchanting scratchboard illustrations capture, the hidden folk are there, all right: you just have to know where and how to look.
Milligan, Bryce.  Illustrated by Preston McDaniels.

Prince of Ireland and the Three Magic Stallions
Holiday House, 2003.  ISBN: 0823415732.  $16.95.  Ages 5-10.


In this retelling of an Irish folktale, the Prince of Ireland's  stepmother curses him to stay no longer than two nights anywhere until he brings her a giant's horses from the western edge of the world.   

Morrissey, Dean and Stephen Krensky.  Pictures by Dean Morrissey. 

The Winter King (The Magic Door)

HarperCollins, 2002.  ISBN: 0060285842.  $15.95.  Ages 7-10.


When Sarah sneaks aboard Old Man Winter's wagon and travels with him through the magic door to the Great Kettles, she must help him stop his power-hungry assistant from taking over the weather-making for his own purposes.

(Also listed in Upstart manual on page 272.)
Rodda, Emily.

The Charm Bracelet (Fairy Realm #1)

HarperCollins, 2003.  ISBN: 0060095830.  $8.99.  Ages 7-10.


When Jessie searches for her ill grandmother's missing charm bracelet, she is led to a magical world and finds she has a reason and right to be there.

Levine, Gail Carson.  Illustrated by Mark Elliott. 

The Fairy's Mistake (Princess Tales)
HarperCollinsPublishers, 1999.  ISBN: 0060280611.  $8.95.  Ages 7-12.


In this humorous retelling of a Perrault tale, the fairy Ethelinda rewards one twin sister for good behavior and punishes the other for bad, only to discover that her punishment is more pleasing than her reward.

Levine, Gail Carson.  Illustrated by Mark Elliott. 

The Fairy's Return (Princess Tales)
HarperCollinsPublishers, 2002.  ISBN: 0066238013.  $9.99.  Ages 7-12.


The good-natured son of a baker wins the heart of a princess, with the help of a fairy and a magic goose.

Prelutsky, Jack.  Pictures by Paul O. Zelinsky. 

Awful Ogre's Awful Day

Greenwillow Books, 2001.  ISBN: 068807779X.  $15.95.  Ages 6-up.


In a series of poems, Awful Ogre rises, grooms himself, dances, pens a letter, and goes through other activities as the day passes.

Rodda, Emily.

The Flower Fairies (Fairy Realm #2)

HarperCollins, 2003.  ISBN: 0060095865.  $8.99.  Ages 7-10.


Jessie returns to the magical world where her grandmother was born, where she deals with some griffins, dances with fairies, and borrows something to help her dance in her school concert. 

Rodda, Emily.

The Third Wish (Fairy Realm #3)

HarperCollins, 2003.  ISBN: 0060095903.  $8.99.  Ages 7-10.


When her home is threatened by fire, Jessie returns to the magical world of the Realm and visits the mermaids of Under-Sea to search for a wish-stone.

Rodda, Emily.

The Last Fairy-Apple Tree (Fairy Realm #4)

HarperCollins, 2003.  ISBN: 0060095938.  $8.99.  Ages 7-10. 


Jessie travels back to the magical world of the Realm to try to discover what has gone wrong in the Hidden Valley where the gnomes live and the fairy-apples grow.

Rodda, Emily.

The Magic Key (Fairy Realm #5)

HarperCollins, 2004.  ISBN: 0060095962.  $8.99.  Ages 7-10.


On her fifth journey to the magical Fairy Realm, Jessie travels all the way to the end of the rainbow and tries to help her new friends, the rainbow fairies.  

Rodda, Emily.

The Unicorn (Fairy Realm #6)
HarperCollins, 2004.  ISBN: 0060095997.  $8.99.  Ages 7-10.


When wicked Queen Valda of the Outlands threatens both the Fairy Realm and the human world, Jessie seeks the help of the unicorns.

Rodda, Emily.

Rowan of Rin  (#1)

Greenwillow Books, 2001.  ISBN: 0060297085.  $15.99.  Ages 7-up.


Because only he can read the magical map, young and timid Rowan joins six other villagers to climb a mountain and try to restore their water supply.  Fears of a dragon and other horrors threaten to drive them back and keep them from their goal.
Rodda, Emily.

Rowan and the Travelers  (#2)

Greenwillow Books, 2001.  ISBN: 0060297743.  $15.99.  Ages 7-up.


When an ancient evil threatens to devastate Rin, overcoming its people with a fatal sleeping sickness, young Rowan, with help from a tribe called the Travelers, must decipher a rhyming riddle in order to save the land and its inhabitants.  

Rodda, Emily.

Rowan and the Keeper of the Crystal  (#3)

Greenwillow Books, 2003.  ISBN:  0060297778.  $15.99.  Ages 7-up.


Destiny leads Rowan of Rin to make choices which could save a powerful crystal, thereby ensuring the safety of his people and his people's shore-dwelling allies.

Rodda, Emily.

Rowan and the Zebak  (#4)

Greenwillow Books, 2002.  ISBN:  0060297794.  $15.99.  Ages 7-up.


After a flying lizard carries off his little sister, Rowan of Rin and three companions are guided by a rhyming riddle on a journey to the land of their old enemy, the Zebak, in order to rescue her. 

Rodda, Emily.

Rowan and the Ice-Creepers  (#5)

Greenwillow Books, 2003.  ISBN: 0060297816.  $15.99.  Ages 7-up.


A bitter winter threatens starvation to the people of Rin who have set out for the coast.  Rowan and several others stay behind for various reasons and are led to a startling discovery about their people's past.

San Souci, Daniel.  Illustrated by Eujin Kim Neilan.

The Rabbit and the Dragon King: Based on a Korean Tale

Boyds Mills Press, 2002.  ISBN: 1563978806.  $15.95.  Ages 6-9.


Ancient Korean folk tale of the dragon king, ruler of the ocean, who is convinced that eating the heart of a rabbit will cure what ails him.

Sanderson, Ruth. 
The Golden Mare, the Firebird, and the Magic Ring
Little, Brown, 2001.  ISBN: 0316769061.  $15.95.  Ages 8-up.


Sanderson draws from several Russian fairy tales to fashion a clever story about a well-intentioned young horseman, his magical mare and a greedy czar.
White, Matt.

Castles: Towers, Dungeons, Moats, and More
Capstone Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0736895493.  $16.95.   Ages 7-8.


Provides an overview of the history of castles – their origins, construction, uses, defense, and the daily life of their inhabitants – with an emphasis on famous castles of the Middles Ages.

Ages 9 to 12:
Adams, Simon.

Castles and Forts
Kingfisher Publications, 2003.  ISBN: 0753456206.  $11.95.   Ages 9-14.


An illustrated exploration of a wide array of castles and fortifications throughout the world, from Norman mottes to Maori forts, including how and why they were built and their importance in history.

(Also listed in Upstart manual on page 145.)
Avi

Crispin : The Cross of Lead
Thorndike Press, 2003.  (large print)  ISBN: 0786255013.  $25.95.  Ages 9-12. 


Falsely accused of theft and murder, an orphaned peasant boy in fourteenth-century England flees his village and meets a larger-than-life juggler who holds a dangerous secret.

Banks, Lynne Reid.  Illustrated by William Geldart. 

The Fairy Rebel 

Delacorte Press, 2003.  ISBN: 038590116X.  $15.95.  Ages 10-up.


A rebellious fairy named Tiki, already in trouble for breaking 

the rule against wearing jeans, risks the further wrath of the Fairy Queen by trying to fulfill a human's special request for help.

Brewster, Hugh.  With paintings by Laurie McGaw.

To Be a Princess: The Fascinating Lives of Real Princesses
HarperCollins, 2001.  ISBN: 0060294809.  $17.95.  Ages 9-12.


The true stories of 12 famous females born princesses, among them Queen Victoria, who ascended the throne at the age of 13; Hawaii's Princess Ka`iulani; and Anastasia and her three sisters, daughters of the Tsar of Russia.

Findlay, Jamieson.

The Blue Roan Child

Scholastic, 2004.  ISBN: 0439627524.  $16.95.  Ages 9-12.


Eleven-year-old orphan Syeira flees the stables of King Hulvere of Haysele with Arwin, a wild Arva horse who communicates through smells and breath, in a convoluted and mysterious quest to recover her two colts from Lord Ran of Stormsythe.

Funke, Cornelia.

Dragon Rider
Scholastic, Inc., 2004.   ISBN: 0439456959.  $12.95.   Ages 8-12.

After learning that humans are headed toward his hidden home, Firedrake, a silver dragon, is joined by a brownie and an orphan boy in a quest to find the legendary valley known as the Rim of Heaven.  They encounter friendly and unfriendly creatures along the way, and struggle to evade the relentless pursuit of an old enemy.


Heinrichs, Ann. 

Ponce de Leon: Juan Ponce de Leon Searches for the Fountain of Youth 

Compass Point Books, 2002.  ISBN: 0756501814.  $15.95.  Ages 9-12.

Exploring the World series.


A biography of the Spanish explorer who first came to the New World with Columbus, went on to become governer of Puerto Rico, and later came to Florida looking for the Fountain of Youth.

Kerr, P. B.

Children of the Lamp:  The Akhenaten Adventure
Orchard Books, 2004.  ISBN: 0439670195.   $16.95.   Ages 9-12.


When twelve-year-old twins, Philippa and John, discover that they are descended from a long line of djinn, their mother sends them away to their Uncle Nimrod, who takes them to Cairo to teach them about their extraordinary powers.

King-Smith, Dick.  Illustrated by Jill Barton.   

Clever Lollipop

Candlewick Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0763621749.  $15.99.  Ages 10-up.


Lady Lollipop, the clever pet pig of Princess Penelope and her friend Johnny, joins them in their lessons with a magician, cares for the queen's garden, helps restore the king's appetite, and has a surprise present for Penelope's birthday.

King-Smith, Dick.  Illustrated by John Eastwood. 

Titus Rules! 

Alfred A. Knopf, 2003.  ISBN: 0375914617.  $15.95.  Ages 10-up.


Queen Elizabeth's youngest corgi prevents a series of disasters at Windsor Castle and earns the title "king among dogs."

Mayer, Marianna.  Illustrated by John Rush.

Ivanhoe
Chronicle Books, 2004.  ISBN: 1587172488.  $17.95.   Ages 8-12.

Sir Walter Scott's Ivanhoe was one of the first great historical novels of western literature.  Marianna Mayer's inspired adaptation, combined with magnificent oil paintings by John Rush, creates an essential introduction to the classic.

McFann, Jennifer.

Laveidem
Scholastic Inc., 2004.  ISBN: 0439639875.  $9.95.   Ages 10 and up.

In a tongue-in-cheek fantasy adventure, Jason, a peasant, and Chris, royal assistant to the king and secretly a gnome, travel the kingdom to deliver an urgent message from Princess Jennifer.  They must make it past a poisoned omelet, a prophetic desert mirage, the river of fiery combustion, Dr. Troll, and a rather big dragon with a sizable grudge.

(As told by) Morpurgo, Michael.  Illustrated by Michael Foreman.

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
Candlewick Press, 2004.  ISBN: 0763625191.  $18.99.   Ages 8-12.

Welcome to a medieval world full of sword fights and shape-shifting, monsters and magic, and timeless characters both gallant and wonderfully human. Written anonymously in the fourteenth century, Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is retold in a lively and accessible narration that captures all the tale's drama and humor.
Nimmo, Jenny.

Midnight for Charlie Bone (Children Of The Red King, Book 1)

Orchard Books, 2003.  ISBN: 0439474299.  $9.95.  Ages 9-12.


Charlie Bone's life with his widowed mother and two grandmothers undergoes a dramatic change when he discovers that he can hear people in photographs talking.

Nimmo, Jenny.

Charlie Bone and the Time Twister (Children Of The Red King, Book 2)
Orchard Books, 2003.  ISBN: 043949687X.  $9.95.  Ages 9-12.


"The Time Twister," a marblelike ball with the power to transport people through time, brings Henry Yewbeam from 1916 to present day Bloor's Academy.
Nimmo, Jenny.

Charlie Bone and the Invisible Boy (Children Of The Red King, Book 3)

Orchard Books, 2004.  ISBN: 0439545269.  $9.95.  Ages 9-12.


Charlie and his friends unite to rescue Ollie, a boy who was turned invisible and made to live in the attics at Bloor's Academy more than a year ago, but they are hindered by a mysterious new student who lives with Charlie's aunts

Packer, Tina.  Illustrated by Gail de Marcken ... et al.

Tales from Shakespeare 

Scholastic Press, 2004.  ISBN: 0439321077.  $24.95.  Ages 9-12.


A collection of prose retellings of ten familiar Shakespeare plays, each illustrated by a well-known artist or artists.

Pietri, Annie.  Translated from the French by Catherine Temerson.

The Orange Trees of Versailles

Delacorte Press, 2004.  ISBN: 0385901305.  $15.95.  Ages 9-12.


In the 1670s, fourteen-year-old Marion, who has a talent for making perfumes, gets the chance to serve Louis XIV's mistress at the palace of Versailles, where she gets caught up in palace intrigue.

Rosen, Michael and Jane Ray.

Shakespeare's Romeo & Juliet

Candlewick Press, 2004.  ISBN: 0763622583.  $17.99.  Ages 9-12.


A prose retelling, incorporating lines from the play, of the tragic consequences of a deadly feud between two rival families in Renaissance Verona.

Stanley, Diane.

Saladin: Noble Prince of Islam
HarperCollins Publishers, 2002.  ISBN: 0688171362.  $16.99.  Ages 8-12.


The time was the twelfth century; the barbarian horde was the armies of the First Crusade; the great warrior was Richard the Lionhearted; and the leader was Saladin.

Sterne, Emma Gelders and Barbara Lindsay.  Illustrated by Gustaf Tenggren.

King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table

Random House, 2002.  ISBN: 0375922962.  $19.95.  Ages 9-12.


When he pulls a sword from a stone, Arthur fulfills his destiny to become King of England and, together with his Knights of the Round Table, ushers in a golden age of chivalry.

Yep, Laurence.

Tiger’s Blood: Book 2
HarperCollins Publishers, 2005.  ISBN: 0060010177.  $16.89.  Ages 10 and up.


A Chinese-American boy and his friends – a monkey, a dragon, a rat and a tiger – must ensure that a magical phoenix egg does not fall into evil hands in the underwater dragon kingdom.

Zinnen, Linda.

The Dragons of Spratt, Ohio
HarperCollins Publishers, 2004.  ISBN: 0060000228.  $16.89.  Ages 8 -12.


Seventh-grader John Salt, a budding animal behaviorist, and his best friend’s sister become unlikely allies in an attempt to protect a pack of dragons from an unscrupulous cosmetics researcher.

Young Adult:
Barter, James.

Life in a Medieval Village (Way People Live)
Lucent Books, 2003.  ISBN: 1590182669.  $27.45.  YA.


Explains what life was like for the various occupants in a medieval village.

Barter, James.

A Medieval Monk

Lucent Books, 2004.  ISBN: 1590184785.  $27.45.  YA.


This working life of a monastery tells about men who prayed; training young men to become monks; spiritual labor; running a monastery; scholars, artists and musicians; traveling monks and hermit monks.

Bernard, Catherine. 

Celtic Mythology

Enslow Publishers, 2003.  ISBN: 0766022048.  $26.60.  YA.


Introduces the Celts and their mythology, relating seven tales with their roots primarily in Ireland and Wales and placing each in historical and cultural context.

Cowell, Cressida.  Translated from the Old Norse.
How to Train Your Dragon by Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III 

Little, Brown, 2004.  ISBN: 0316737372.  $10.95.  YA.


Chronicles the adventures and misadventures of Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third as he tries to pass the important initiation test of his Viking clan, the Tribe of the Hairy Hooligans, by catching and training a dragon.

(Also listed in Upstart manual on page 179.)
Crossley-Holland, Kevin. 

The Seeing Stone 

Arthur A. Levine Books, 2001.  ISBN: 0439263263.  $17.95.  YA.


In late twelfth-century England, a thirteen-year-old boy named Arthur recounts how Merlin gives him a magical seeing stone which shows him images of the legendary King Arthur, the events of whose life seem to have many parallels to his own.

Dunkle, Clare B. 

The Hollow Kingdom 

Henry Holt, 2003.  ISBN: 0805073906.  $16.95.  YA.


In nineteenth-century England, a powerful sorcerer and King of the Goblins chooses Kate, the elder of two orphan girls recently arrived at their ancestral home, Hallow Hill, to be his bride and queen. 

Funke, Cornelia Caroline.  Translated from the German by Anthea Bell.

Inkheart 
Chicken House, 2003.  ISBN: 1904442099.  $19.95.  YA.


Twelve-year-old Meggie learns that her father, who repairs and binds books for a living, can "read" fictional characters to life.  One of those characters abducts them and tries to force Meggie’s father into service.

Gliori, Debi. 

Pure Dead Brilliant 

Alfred A. Knopf, 2003.  ISBN: 0375814124.  $15.95.  YA.


Time travel, a computer virus that's deadly to humans, and other strange things begin to happen when some would-be witches come to stay with the eccentric Strega-Borgia family.

Huntington, Geoffrey.

Sorcerers of the Nightwing (The Ravenscliff Series, Book 1)

Regan Books, 2003.  ISBN: 0060014253.  $17.95.  YA.


At fourteen, Devon is sent to live at Ravenscliff, a dark seaside mansion, where he learns the first part of the secret of his powers: he is a sorcerer of the Order of the Nightwing, a three-thousand-year-old tradition of mysticism and magic that fascinates Devon with its fabled history.

Huntington, Geoffrey.

Demon Witch (The Ravenscliff Series, Book 2)

Regan Books, 2003.  ISBN: 006001427X.  $17.95.  YA.  

Fourteen-year-old Devon March must unleash the Nightwing power within himself and call upon friendships in the strangest places to stand against an evil that has waited five centuries for revenge.

Jarvis, Robin.

Alchemist's Cat (Deptford Histories, Book One)
Seastar Books, 2004.  ISBN: 1587172577.  $17.95.  YA.


The year is 1664 when young Will Godwin comes to London. In order to survive, he becomes an assistant to a wicked alchemist, Elias Theophratus Spittle. On an errand one freezing night, Will finds a mother cat and her three kittens, and brings the family back to his master's lab.

Jennings, Patrick.

The Wolving Time

Scholastic Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0439395550.  $15.95.  YA.


In France during a time of witch-hunts, in a village with a corrupt priest, thirteen-year-old Lazlo longs to be able to turn into a wolf as his parents can, but also desires the friendship of a village girl.

Jones, Diana Wynne. 

Aunt Maria
Greenwillow Books/HarperCollins Publishers, 2003.  ISBN: 0066237424.  $16.99.  YA.


While visiting and caring for Great-Aunt Maria, Mig and Chris discover that their "helpless" relative has frightening powers. 

Jones, Diana Wynne.  

Eight Days of Luke 

Greenwillow Books/HarperCollins Publishers, 2003.  ISBN: 0066237416.  $16.99.  YA.


A teenage boy learns that his new friend possesses supernatural powers, and as they encounter a series of mysterious people, he discovers his friend's true origins.

Jones, Diana Wynne. 

The Merlin Conspiracy

Greenwillow Books, 2003.  ISBN: 0060523190.  $16.99.  YA.


Roddy and Nick are two teenagers with magical powers that they are just learning to use.  They must work together to save Roddy's home world of Blest from destruction by power-hungry wizards.

Jones, Diana Wynne. 

Power of Three  

Greenwillow Books, 2003.  ISBN: 0066237432.  $16.99.  YA.


The curse on Orban spreads bad luck to the rest of the Otmounders, the Giants, and the Dorig until three Otmounder children are born with Gifts.

Morris, Gerald.

The Princess, the Crone, and the Dung-cart Knight 

Houghton Mifflin, 2004.  ISBN: 0618378235.  $16.00.  YA.


Determined to find the knight responsible for the terrible deaths of her mother and the Jewish peddler who had given them a home, thirteen-year-old Sarah is helped in her quest by a strange old woman, a magical sword, a young fairy, and an unkempt knight with little armor and no horse.

Osterweil, Adam. 

The Amulet of Komondor

Front Street, 2003.  ISBN: 1886910812.  $15.95.  YA.


When Joe and Katie become actual characters in a fantasy game, they must battle everyone from a dragon to the FBI to unite five pieces of an amulet that will restore everything to normal.

(Also listed in Upstart manual on page 95.)
Paolini, Christopher. 

Eragon 

Alfred A. Knopf, 2003.  ISBN: 0375926682.  $18.95.  YA.


In Aagaesia, a fifteen-year-old boy of unknown lineage called Eragon finds a mysterious stone that weaves his life into an intricate tapestry of destiny, magic, and power, peopled with dragons, elves, and monsters.

Pierce, Tamora. 

Cold Fire 

Scholastic, 2002.  ISBN: 0590396552.  $16.95.  YA.


While studying with her teacher Frostpine in the northern land of Namorn, Daja helps the twin daughters of her host family discover their own magic and uses her powers to track a deadly arsonist.

(Also listed in Upstart manual on page 272.)
Pierce, Tamora. 

Magic Steps (The Circle Opens, 1)

Scholastic Press, 2000.  ISBN: 0590395882.  $16.95.  YA.


When drawn into the investigation of murders perpetrated on a powerful family in Summersea, Sandy and her student, Pasco, undertake the dangerous mission of entrapping the invisible killers.

Pierce, Tamora. 

Street Magic (The Circle Opens, 2)
Scholastic, 2001.  ISBN: 0590396285.  $16.95.  YA.


Former "street rat" Briar Moss must face his past when he discovers a young mage in need of a mentor.

Pierce, Tamora.   

Shatterglass (The Circle Opens, 4)

Scholastic, 2003.  ISBN: 0590396838.  $16.95.  YA.


Tris and her mage-student, a young man whose glassmaking magic has been amplified and mixed with lightning, team up to track a killer who may be nearer than they suspect.

Pierce, Tamora. 
Trickster's Choice

Random House, 2003.  ISBN: 0375914668.  $17.95.  YA.

Alianne must call forth her mother's courage and her father's wit in order to survive on the Copper Isles in a royal court rife with political intrigue and murderous conspiracy.

Roberts, Katherine.

Song Quest (The Echorium Sequence, 1)
Chicken House, 2001  ISBN: 1903434327.  $15.95.  YA.


Stranded, alone, and far from home, Rialle and Kherron struggle against the powers of darkness.  

Roberts, Katherine. 

Crystal Mask (The Echorium Sequence, 2)
Chicken House, 2001.  ISBN: 0439338646.  $15.95.  YA.


Renn, a novice Singer, and Shaiala, a girl raised by centaurs, battle against a great evil and try to restore harmony to the world.

Roberts, Katherine. 

Dark Quetzal (The Echorium Sequence, 3)
Chicken House, 2003.  ISBN: 190343467X.  $15.95.  YA.


Kyarra, a novice Singer, seeks to destroy evil and learn the truth about her mother and father.

Stewart, Paul and Chris Riddell.

Beyond the Deepwoods 

David Fickling Books, 2004.  ISBN: 0385750692.  $12.95.  YA.


Thirteen-year-old Twig, having always looked and felt different from his woodtroll family, learns that he is adopted and travels out of his Deepwoods home to find the place where he belongs.

Stewart, Paul and Chris Riddell.

The Curse of the Gloamglozer
David Fickling Books,(to be released Feb., 2005).  ISBN: 0385750765.  $12.95.  YA.


Apprenticed to the Most High Academe of Sanctaphrax, a floating city of scholars, gossip, and treachery, fourteen-year-old Quint runs increasingly dangerous errands, which eventually bring him to a place of gruesome monsters that threaten his life and those of his friends.

Stewart, Paul and Chris Riddell.

Midnight Over Sanctaphrax

David Fickling Books, 2004.  ISBN: 0385750730.  $12.95.  YA.


Twig, a young sky pirate captain, is the only one who can save the floating city of Sanctaphrax from the Mother Storm.

Stewart, Paul and Chris Riddell.

Stormchaser
David Fickling Books, 2004.  ISBN: 0385750714.  $12.95.  YA.


In his continuing adventures, Twig, now sixteen years old, joins the crew of his father’s sky pirate ship and embarks on a dangerous mission to collect the powerful stromphrax, a substance that purifies water and also prevents the city of Sanctaphrax from floating away.

Streissguth, Thomas. 

The Greenhaven Encyclopedia of the Middle Ages

Greenhaven Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0737707933.  $74.95.  YA.


An alphabetical presentation of definitions and descriptions of terms and events associated with the medieval era.

Wolfson, Evelyn. 
King Arthur and his Knights in Mythology (Mythology)

Enslow Publishers, 2002.  ISBN: 0766019144.  $20.95.  Ages 11-up.


Examines both legend and historical fact surrounding King Arthur and the Dark Ages in the British Isles.

Wooding, Chris.

The Haunting of Alaizabel Cray 

Orchard Books, 2004.  ISBN: 0439546567.  $16.95.  YA.


As Thaniel, a wych-hunter, and Cathaline, his friend and mentor, try to rid the alleys of London’s Old Quarter of the terrible creatures that infest them, their lives become entwined with that of a woman who may be either mad or possessed.

Woog, Adam.  

Medieval Knights (Daily Life series)

Kidhaven Press, 2003.  ISBN: 0737709928.  $23.70.  YA.


Describes the life of a medieval knight, including home and family life, training, weapons, armor, horses, battles, and codes of ethics and honor.

World History Series
Edwards, Judith. 

Henry Hudson and His Voyages of Exploration in World History 

Enslow Publishers, 2002.  ISBN: 0766018857.  $20.95.  YA.


Examines the life and career of Henry Hudson, tracing his voyages in the Arctic and North America and his discovery of the Hudson River and other bodies of water during his unsuccessful search for a Northwest Passage to Asia.

Gaines, Ann. 

Captain Cook Explores the Pacific in World History 
Enslow Publishers, 2002.  ISBN: 0766018237.  $20.95.  YA.


Traces the adventures of James Cook and his crew through their several voyages on the Pacific Ocean, highlighting the unique cultures of the native peoples of the South Pacific.

Sundel, Al. 

Christopher Columbus and the Age of Exploration in World History 
Enslow Publishers, 2002.  ISBN: 0766018202.  $20.95.  YA.


Examines the voyages of Christopher Columbus and their impact on world history. 

Sypeck, Jeff. 

The Holy Roman Empire and Charlemagne in World History 
Enslow Publishers, 2002.  ISBN: 0766019012.  $20.95.  YA.


A biography of the Frankish warrior and medieval Christian king who built a great empire in western Europe.

[This page intentionally left blank.]
Websites on the Middle Ages
Castles on the Web

http://www.castlesontheweb.com/
Castles on the Web organizes the many sites that hold information related to castles.  Topics include Castle Books, Castles for Kids, Heraldry and Myths and Legends.

Chivalry Kidzone

http://www.chronique.com/Kids/nobles.htm
A concise description of medieval nobility.

Clip Art

http://www.free-clipart.net/main.html 

Twenty-eight pages of medieval clip art, mostly black and white, including castles, knights, dragons and wizards.  You will need to wade through several pop-ups to get to the clip art.
DLTK’s Crafts for Kids:  Fantasy and Medieval Activities

http://www.dltk-kids.com/fantasy/
An arts and crafts site that includes fantasy coloring pages, puzzles, bookmarks and more.  A bit of patience is required to maneuver through this site.

Feudal Life

http://www.learner.org/exhibits/middleages/feudal.html 

This site briefly explains various aspects of feudal life during the Middle Ages.

History for Kids:  The Middle Ages

http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/medieval/
This teacher’s site has a children’s history of the Middle Ages, including a timeline.

Kid Wizard

http://www.kidwizard.com/
Look here for lots of games, puzzles, recipes, coloring pages, interactive mazes, computer games and crafts about all medieval and fantasy creatures.

Kid’s Castle

http://kotn.ntu.ac.uk/castle/
You begin by raising the drawbridge to enter and then explore the castle by simply clicking on different areas.

LBM.NET Clip Art Gallery

http://www.lbm.net/Clipart_Gallery/welcome.htm 

Free clip art on such topics as Castles and Things, Dragons and Griffins, Faeries, Mermaids, Royals, Nobles, Warriors, Swords, Unicorns and Pegasus, and Wizards and Magic.

Medieval Madness

http://www.d118.s-cook.k12.il.us/South/curriculum/team6c/midages/ 

Created by middle school students, this site contains lots of information for kids.

Nova:  Medieval Siege

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/lostempires/trebuchet/ 

Experts examine medieval war strategies, weapons and castle design.  See how the devastating giant trebuchet could smash castle walls!

Shields, Knights and Heraldry

http://www.yourchildlearns.com/heraldry.htm
Free software for kids to make their own shields (coats of arms) while learning about the Middle Ages, feudalism, knights and chivalry.

Websites to Shop
Cobblestone Paper 
www.ShindigZ.com
Click on “Decorating Basics” and then “Background Materials” to discover all kinds of corrugated and flat paper in flagstone, cobblestone, brick and other wall prints.  Useful to construct your own castle in the library.

Dragons

http://www.dharmarose.com/stores/fantasy/dragons.html
Lots of dragon designs on t-shirts and greeting cards available from this site.

Folkmanis Puppets

www.folkmanis.com/fantasy.htm
A variety of dragon, fairy and unicorn puppets are included.

Hats

www.elopehats.com
Lots of different hats for both children and adults, including unicorns, dragons, crowns and tiaras.

Oriental Trading

www.orientaltrading.com
A good source for inexpensive crowns, costumes, jewels and craft supplies.
Upstart
1-800-448-4887

Because the Dragons, Dreams and Daring Deeds materials are only available to states participating in the 2005 Collaborative Summer Library Program, they are not shown on the Upstart website.  If you want to purchase any materials from the order form that you received with the Upstart manual, use the 800 number.  If you do not have the Upstart order form, let me (gdietrich@oltn.odl.state.ok.us) know and I’ll send you another copy.
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